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Anotacija

Siame straipsnyje rasoma apie $ventqjj Lietuvos globéjq — karalaitj
Kazimierq. Remiantis literatiros Saltiniais, atskleidziami §ventojo Ka-
zimiero gyvenimo biido ir asmenybés bruozai, jis iSkeliamas kaip sekti-
nas krikscioniskojo gyvenimo pavyzdys. Glaustai aptariama karalaicio
biografija to meto religinés ir politinés situacijos kontekste. Apibidina-
mi $ventojo asmenybés bruozai, jo, kaip krik§c¢ioniskojo idealo, svarba
Siandienos pasaulyje.
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Abstract

This article is about patron saint of Lithuania — Prince Kazimieras.
According to resourses literature this article reveals lifestyle and perso-
nality lineaments of Saint Kazimieras. His biography is condensed in the
context of that time religion and politics. There are summarized his
lineaments of personality and their significance in today’s world.
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Ivadas

Kiekviena gyvenimo diena atne$a mums nemazai permainy, netikétumuy,
akibrok3ty. Visuomené balansuoja tarp atmesty tiesy ir naujos informacijos,
kuri nuolat pliista i§ Vakary valstybiy. Siandieninis Zmogus yra gerokai pa-
simetes, nes daznai susiduria su kosmopolitizmu, ironiskumu, nihilizmu ir
vartotojikumu. Populiarus poziiiris, kad Siuolaikiniam Zmogui, ypac jauni-
mui, nesvarbios moralinés vertybés, jos traktuojamos kaip bereik§meés praei-
ties ar neapibréZtos senovés reliktas.

Vis délto Dievo kvietimas $ventéti, kaip ir prie§ kelis tikstantmeCius,
Siandien skamba viso pasaulio Zmonéms, nepaisant luomo, uzimamy pareigy,
turto ar neturto. Kardinolas Audrys Juozas Ba&kis ingreso iskilmése 2001 m.
pabrezé, kad ,daugelis vyry ir motery i3girdo ir pakluso $iam Dievo balsui.
Tai drasiis monés, nepabiige biiti Sventi. Biiti $ventam — reiSkia biiti Zmo-
gumi, kuris i$drista irtis prie srovg, kasdien rinktis didesnj gérj, ir buti dos-
niam — nebijoti i§dalyti save kitiems“ (Backis, 2001).

Tokj pavyzdi Lietuvoje galime matyti Sventojo Lietuvos globéjo Kazi-
miero asmenyje, kurio $irdyje liepsnojo gyvas tikéjimas ir pasitikéjimas Die-
vu, pasireiskes meile artimui. Jis éjo Sventumo keliu, todél, nors ir gyveno
prie¥ kelis $imtmegius, ir Siandien mums gali buti kriks&ioniskojo gyvenimo
pavyzdziu.

Nors $iandien galime remtis tik negausia literatiira apie $v. Kazimiera, ji
puikiai atskleidZia jaunojo karalaicio, kuris priesinosi karui ir puoseléjo savy-
je dvasinguma, $velny biida.

Sio straipsnio tikslas: aptarti vento Kazimiero gyvenimo ir asmenybeés
bruozus, kaip krik§¢ioniskos gyvensenos ideala.

Tyrimo objektas: $vento Kazimiero gyvenimo ir asmenybés bruoZai
krik§&ioniskuoju aspektu.

Tyrimo metodai: literatiiros analizé, sinteze.

Sv. Kazimieras gimé 1458 m. spalio 3 d. Krokuvoje, Lenkijos karaliaus ir
Lietuvos didZiojo kunigaikitio $eimoje. ,Karalaitis Kazimieras yra kiles 18
itakingy ano meto valdovy giminiy: jis — pusiau lietuvis, gediminaitis, ir pu-
siau austras, habsburgietis* (Rabinauskas, 1993, p. 7).

Kalbant apie §ventaji biitina Zinoti, kokioje religin¢je aplinkoje augo ir
brendo asmenybeé. Tiesioginiy Ziniy apie tai néra daug: ,,Bet kaip daZnai biina
7mogaus gyvenime, taip ir §v. Kazimierui pirmosios Zinios apie religija ir
pirmoji jos praktika rado uzuomazga $eimos ratelyje, tévams savo pavyzdziu
patraukiant ir skatinant“ (Rabinauskas, 1993, p. 11). Visais laikais tevai, pri-
gimtiniai ugdytojai, daro didziausia jtaka vaiko ugdymui. Todél apie $v. Ka-
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zimierg kalbant kaip apie krik3¢ioniskojo gyvenimo pavyzdi, biitina pabrezti,
kad pats jis augo ir brendo Seimoje, kuri galéty biiti krik§cioniskos ¥eimos
pavyzdys. Karaliy Kazimiera istorikai daZnai apibiidina kaip nuosaiky, pa-
prasta, imintinga, tesintj duota Zodj, tiesiakalbi, pamaldy ir pamaldZiai auk-
I¢jant] savo vaikus Zmogu, o §v. Kazimiero moting — kaip tikéjime ir religiné-
Je praktikoje atramos ie$kancia moterj. Kalbant apie $eima, ,,pastebéta, jog
jogailai€iy religiniame gyvenime ypatinga vieta uzémé $v. Kryzius. Kengian-
tis Kristus ir apskritai Kristus (...) bus paveikes ir §v. Kazimiera, daves jam
Jjégu nepaliizti sunkenybése, kentéjimuose* (Rabinauskas, 1993, p. 11).

Sv. Kazimiero gyvenima galima bty padalinti i dvi dalis: karalaitis, kaip
brandus asmuo — kriksCionis politingje ir socialinéje veikloje ir kaip Zmogus,
atsizadejes visy jam teikiamy karalisky privilegijy, $io pasaulio teikiamy ma-
lonumy ir skyres savo gyvenima maldai, be kompromisy atsidaves Vieipa-
Ciui.

Skaitydami Sv. Kazimiero biografijas pastebime, kad pirmas lemtingas
posiikis $ventumo link jvyko po nesékmingo Zygio iVengrija, kai jis atsisake
karaliaus sosto, garbés ir paSventé savo gyvenima Sv&. Mergelei Marijai.
Siuos jvykius puikiai iliustruoja $v. Kazimiero atvaizdas i§ Vilniaus §v. Petro
ir Pauliaus bazny¢ios, kur karalaitis vaizduojamas kaip paauglys, atstumiantis
dvi kartinas: Vengrijos kariing ir kariina, kurig turéjo paveldéti i§ savo tévo
po jo mirties. ,,Anot hagiografinés tradicijos, Kazimieras atsizadéjo Zzemisky
pretenzijy i Sv. Stepono Kariing ir atsidéjo gilesniam dvasingumui. Gyveni-
mo patirtis, jgyta politikos ir karo lauke, trylikametj vaiking subrandino la-
biau negu ilgametis aukléjimas ir mokymas. Lemiama pasirinkima isryskina
kair¢je karalaicio rankoje laikomos i§ Viduramziy askezés perimtos priemo-
nés ,kiinui tramdyti“. Jos primena, kad suvaldyti save patj — sunkesnis dar-
bas, negu valdyti kitus Zmones*“ (AliSauskas, 2004, p. 13). Septyniolikmetis
Kazimieras jtraukiamas  valstybinius ir politinius reikalus. Tuo metu valsty-
bés santykiai su Bazny¢ia buvo paslije, politiné situacija — sudétinga. Kazi-
mieras sugebéjo jvesti valstybéje tvarka, iSnaikinti plé3ikaujancias gaujas,
émési globoti vargSus ir nuskriaustuosius. Jis pasieké, kad biity pasirasyta
taika su Vengrija ir susitaikyta su PopieZiumi. Nors karinés nesékmés paveik-
tas karalaitis ir i$sizadéjo karaliaus vainiko, skyré savo gyvenima maldai ir
atgailai, i$ vieSojo gyvenimo ir politikos nepasitrauke.

Kataliky Baznyciai §v. Kazimieras buvo istikimas ne tik kaip jos narys,
bet ir kaip jtakingas valstybés asmuo: ,Kaip buvo pamilgs Baznygios vienybe
ir Zmoniy siely i§ganyma matyti i to, kad i3 tévo tokij jstatyma dél schizmati-
ky cerkviy isrtipino: ,jokiy naujy tenebiina statoma, o senos tenetaisomos,
idant galutinai sunykty ir po jy prazuvimo $itaip sunykty rusigkoji atskaltinys-
te, o Zmones, sickdami savo i§ganymo, prie Kataliky Baznygios vienybés
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prisidéty, zinodami, jog be baZnytinés vienybés niekas pasiekti iganymo
negali“ (Ankstyvieji (...), 2004, p.185). Galbut Siandien toks karalaiCio
sprendimas buty vertinamas skeptiskai, bet atsizvelgiant j visa tuometinj isto-
rinj konteksta, kai ekumenizmo idéjy dar nebuvo, galime daryti tik vieng is-
vada, kad karalaitis buvo besalygiskai istikimas Romos Kataliky Bazny¢iai.
Galima jvertinti ir jo veiksmus: nesiémé jokiy barbarisky veiksmy prie$ cerk-
ves, t. y. neijsaké né vienos sugriauti, o tiesiog leido joms natiiraliai sunykti.
Atsizvelge | istorinj konteksta, galime teigti, kad tuo metu tai buvo gana pa-
zangus diplomatinis sprendimas.

1475 m. karalaitis Kazimieras kartu su tévu pirma karta aplanké Lietuva.
1482-1483 m. pavaduodamas i§vykusj téva ir dirbdamas vyriausybés kance-
liarijoje Kazimieras pasirodé kaip valstybininkas: ,,Dvaro aplinkoje jis kéle
moralg, paSalindamas netikusius dvarigkius. Su valdininkais buvo teisingas ir
paslaugus (...). Stengesi uztikrinti kraSte sauguma ir rimtj; vagims ir plési-
kams nedavé ramybés ir pagautus grieZtai baudé* (Rabinauskas, 1993, p. 31).
Taigi karalaitis Kazimieras, kaip brandi asmenybé, pasirodé ne tik dvasinia-
me gyvenime, bet ir politinéje, socialingje veikloje.

Kitas lemtingas posiikis, vedantis karalaitj §ventumo link, buvo jo liga.
Susirges dziova tévy karaliy pra§omas atsisaké moters meilés ir liko iStikimas
savo gyvenimo pasirinkimui. Sv. Kazimieras isties gyveno asketiskai: ,,Nors
gyveno karaliy rimuose, bet nevilkéjo Svelniais drabuziais, o kai kada ant
kiino vilkédavo paslépta asuting ir, kuo labiausiai vengdamas lovos minkstu-
mo lyg paskatos nusidéti, daznai slapta miegodavo ant plikos Zemeés* (Anks-
tyvieji (...), 2004, p. 53-55).

Askezé buvo neatsiejama nuo nuoSirdaus ir gyvo pamaldumo. Nors Ka-
zimierui su tévu nemazai teko keliauti, , kelionése karalaiciai kasdien dalyva-
vo §v. MiSiose, daznai &jo sakramenty, meldesi kelyje ir apsistojimo vietose
(...). Ju palydoje visuomet biidavo kunigy, kartais ir vyskupy“ (Rabinauskas,
1993, p. 29). Negana to, ,net patj vidurnakti pakildavo i$ patalo, slapta palik-
davo miegamajj ir basomis kojomis, niekam nematant ateidavo | $ventuosius
namus melstis. Ir nors dazniausiai, kaip iprasta, uzrakintos durys jam neleis-
davo jeiti vidun, manydavo, kad pakankamai padarysias tikéjimui, pakanka-
mai — Dievui bei sau, jei bent pasveikinsias Sventasias savaras, ajaromis su-
vilgysias pasventinta slenkstj ir tai atlikes kiaura naktj praleis melsdamasis
prie Sventovés j€jimo* (Ankstyvieji (...), 2004, p. 131).

1483 m. Kazimieras i§ Lenkijos atvyko pas téva | Vilniy. Tai buvo pasku-
tiné karalaiCio kelioné, nes jis susirgo — rimy gydytojai konstatavo dZziova.
Medikai skyré Kazimierui gydyma, kuris priestaravo jo asmeniniams princi-
pams, iskilo klausimas, ar galima savo sielg aukoti dél sveikatos, net gyvy-
bés. Si jvyki turbit tiksliausiai yra aprases karalaiio biografas Zacharijas
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Ferreris: ,,Kai paCiame jaunystés susirgo kazkokia létine liga ir gydytojai
mané, kad nuo jos negaljs padéti joks kitas vaistas, tik sugulimas su mergina,
ir jo tévai, ir daugelis artimyjy labai primygtinai pataringjo, ragino, pras¢, kad
sutikty miegoti vienoje lovoje su labai grazia mergaite, kurig i§ daugelio buvo
iSrinke, ir del gyvybeés iSgelbejimo atsiduoti glamonéms bei sueiciai, jis labai
iSmintingai, kaip visada, atsaké norjs verciau prarasti §j laiking ir praeisiantj
gyvenima, negu netekti amzinojo ir nenykstamo danguje, ir jiems visiems
priekaistavo, kad nesigédi jam siiilyti neleistino dalyko. O namiskiams dar
labiau ir vis smarkiau raginant pasirtipinti Zydinéia jaunyste, gyvenimu ir
sveikata, ir tiesiog nepakenc¢iamai maldaute maldaujant, jis atsaké neZinas
kito i§ganymo ir gyvenimo, tik Viespatj Kristy, trokstas mirti, kad biity su juo
ir numate, kad greitu laiku pas ji dél tos negalios iSkeliausigs — taip ir jvyko*
(Ankstyvieji (...), 2004, p. 63-65).

ISvados

Glaustai apzvelge $v. Kazimiero biografija, galime uzduoti sau klausima,
kuo vis délto aktualus §v. Kazimiero asmuo, jo gyvenimas ir jo darbai $ian-
dieniniam krik$cioniui? Kaip minéta, apie $ventaji galima kalbéti dvejopai:
kaip apie karalaitj, dalyvaujanti politingje ir socialingje veikloje, ir kaip apie
krik$¢ionj. Vatikano II Susirinkime Siandien visuomenei atstovaujantis Zmo-
gus raginamas iSmokti ,,riipestingai skirti, kurios teisés bei pareigos yra jy
kaip Bazny¢ios nariy, o kurios plaukia i$ to, kad jie yra Zmonijos visuomenés
nariai“ (Lumen Gentium, 36).

Kalbédami apie §v. Kazimiera turime prisiminti, kad tai buvo Zmogus, at-
sizadéjes visy karalisky privilegijy ir $io pasaulio teikiamy malonumy ir pa-
skyres savo gyvenima maldai, labdarai, Dievui.

Taigi Siandien krik$Cionis, ar jis buity valdovas, ar eilinis visuomenés na-
rys, zvelgdamas | §v. Kazimiera gali ivysti visy pagrindiniy kriks¢ioniskujy
vertybiy sankaupa, mokytis, kaip jas puoseléti, tapti krik§¢ioniskojo gyveni-
mo pavyzdziu Siandieninei visuomenei.
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SAINT KAZIMIERAS — AN EXAMPLE OF CHRISTIAN LIFE
Romualdas Vélavidius
Summary

Today God’s invitation to sainthood is the same as it was many years ago.
Sainthood does not depend on caste, position, wealth and poverty. Cardinal
Audrys Juozas Backis pointed in the celebration of the ingress in 2001 that:
»A great deal of men and women have heard and submitted to God’s voice.
These people are brave and not afraid of being sacred. If you are sacred it
means you are not afraid of rowing against the stream, choosing better life
and you are not scared of being generous“. Kazimieras, the patron saint of
Lithuania, whose heart was full of belief in God; saint Kazimieras was a per-
son who scintillated love to his close friends and paid his attention to the path
of sainthood; saint Kazimieras was a person who lived many centuries ago
and despite it he is a real example of Christian life even today.

We do not have much literature about saint Kazimieras, but the facts we
know describe him as having a kind character. It was known he was inter-
ested in art of spirit and was against struggles. The aim of this article is to
reveal saint Kazimieras’s life and his individuality for showing his ideal
christian pattern of life. The object of this work is saint Kazimieras life and
his individuality in the light of christian facts. methods of research are liter-
ary analysis and synthesis.

Saint Kazimieras was born on October 3rd, 1458 in Krokuva in the family
of the King of Poland and the Grand Duke of Lithuania. By descent saint
Kazimieras was related to two kings of that time. It means he was half-breed
Lithuanian, descendant from Gedeminas’s dynasty (gediminaitis) and half-
breed Austrian, descendant from Habsburg’s dynasty (habsburgietis). Talking
about him as a saint it is very significant to examine his religious surroudings
where he grew up and matured. However we do not havet enough facts about
his surroudings. The fact is that the first buds of religion started in his family
and his parents were the best example for him.

On the one hand we can divide Kazimieras’s life into two separate parts.
One of them states that he was a matured figure for political and social sphe-
res. On the other hand he was a person to whom special privileges were not
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necessary. The aim of his life was a prayer and all the rest time was sacrificed
to God.

If we read Saint Kazimieras’s biography, we will know who showed him
the way toward a prayer. It occured after unlucky move to Hungary when he
refused to come to the throne and honorific. He devoted his all time and his
life to Blessed Virgin Mary. All these facts are illustrated in Saint Kazimieras
picture in the church of St. Peter and Paul in Vilnius. There is a teenager re-
pudiating two crowns. One of them is from Hungary and the other one he had
to inherite after his father’s death. At the age of 17 he was involved into so-
cial and political actions. At that time there was a conflict between the church
and the state. Despite that Kazimieras was able to set to rights: robbers were
chased off and the poor was taken care of. He sruggled for the peace of Hun-
gary greatly. Of course Saint Kazimieras refused the crown of King and star-
ted devoted himself prayers. Nevertheles he enjoyed participating in politics,
too.

There is no doubt about his saint. There are some facts which state being
him moral. He declined a woman‘s love and stayed loyal to what he had been
chosen before — a prayer. St. Kazimieras led an austere life. Although he li-
ved in a palace, he did not like wearing soft clothes but preferd rough ones.
Instead of lying on a soft bed he used to sleep on a hard one. He became an
extremely devout and ascetic man.

Kazimieras arrived to his father in Vilnius in 1483. This was his last visit
the doctors annonced that he was ill with tuberculosis. Of course he was gi-
ven urgent treatment by the doctors of the palace. Then he was faced with the
dilemma of choosing between medical science and moral principles. He as-
ked himself if it were fair to sacrifice his soul for his health and life. “Early in
life he caught a disease and the doctors thought that there was no cure against
it. His parents and members of the family told him to make love with the
pretty lady who had been already chosen by his parents. They were sure the
lady’s love and contacts with him could help him to recover from his illness.
But a proposal was not acceptable to Kazimieras. He emphasized parpetuity
but not temporality. Saint Kazimieras was absolutely confused and he re-
buked them for such indamissible proposals. The Lord was the only thing in
his life and his wish was to die staying together with God. Thanks to god his
dream came true®.

After surveying saint Kazimieras biography we could rise a question to
ourselves: ,,Why is he a person of high standing nowadays?“, ,,Why are his
life and all his activities so significant to today‘s Christians?

As I have mentioned before saint Kazimieras can be discribed in two wa-
ys: first of all he was a prince, he was very matured for participating in poli-
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tics and social sphere. The Second Vatican Council discussed the relationship
of the church with the modern world, that today‘s Christians must learn to
distinquish between matters of belief and they must know their rights and
duties as members of the churchand as the community members.

Saint Kazimieras was a man who refused all the royal privileges and mo-
dern world luxury. Such things as prayers, charity and trust in God were what
he needed in the world.

Summarizing, we can make a conclusion that today’s Christian, whether
his being a king or an ordinary man, should be full of christian morality and
set a good example for the rest.
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