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Vygantas Vareikis

ABSTRACT
The article analyzes the plans of Germany to seize Klaipeda Region in 1938, the political circumstances 
of the German ultimatum issued to Lithuania on March 20, 1939, the response of the Lithuanian Govern-
ment to the German demands, the organization of the retreat of Lithuanian military units and state ins-
titutions from Klaipeda, its process, and the dynamics of German units marching into Klaipeda Region. 
KEY WORDS: Klaipeda (Memel) Region, Parliament of Klaipeda Region, Third Reich, Adolf Hitler, 
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ber 1938, Lithuania lifted the state of emergency in Klaipeda Region. The moods of defeat among 
���	��0��&	��Q���	��	���������	��1	�����1	������	����	���	�������	��	��&���������	Q���	9������	
������13	��	���	0���	*+,-	>	���0�	*+,+�	���	���������	��	/0����1�	��&���	1����1�1	��	=��0��b�	1�-
������3	#��	�������	������1	���	����	��	*+,+�	Q���	���	9������	�������1	$������0�
����	��1	
focused on the occupation of Danzig. 
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Nazi SA stormtroopers took the situation in Klaipeda Region under their control before the 
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citizens, bank deposits, archives, and documents. Belated information about the ceding of Klaipeda 
Region to Germany impeded effective implementation of evacuation plans by Lithuanian institu-
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Lithuanian institutions no longer controlled the situation either in the city or the region of Klaipeda. 
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