KLAIPEDOS UNIVERSITETAS

Rubenas Bukavickas

KLAIPEDA REGION UNDER SOVIETISATION:
SOCIOCULTURAL AND SOCIOECONOMIC
TRANSFORMATIONS IN 1945-1960

Summary of Doctoral Dissertation
Humanities, History and Archeology (H 005)

Klaipéda, 2020



This doctoral dissertation has been prepared during the period of 2015-2020 at Klaipéda
University according to the right to deliver doctoral studies, which was granted for
Vytautas Magnus University together with Klaipéda University by the Act of the
Minister for Education, Science and Sport of the Republic of Lithuania No. V-160,
signed 22 February, 2019.

Scientific supervisor
Doc. Dr. Silva Pocyté (Klaipéda University, Humanities, History and Archeology, H 005)

Scientific advisor
Prof. Dr. Vygantas Vareikis (Klaipéda University, Humanities, History and Archeology,
H 005)

The doctoral dissertation will be defended at the Defence Board of Vytautas Magnus
University and Klaipéda University in the Field of History and Archeology:

Chairman
Dr. Vasilijus Safronovas (Klaipéda University, Humanities, History and Archeology,
H 005)

Members:

Dr. Saulius Grybkauskas (Lithuanian Institute of History, Humanities, History and
Archeology, H 005)

Dr. Sigita Kraniauskiené (Klaipéda University, Social Science, Sociology, S 005)
Prof. Dr. Ruth Leiserowitz (German Historical Institute Warsaw (Poland), Humboldt
University of Berlin (Germany), Humanities, History and Archeology, H 005)

Dr. Aurimas Svedas (Vilnius University, Humanities, History and Archeology, H 005)

The doctoral dissertation will be defended in a public meeting of the Defence in
the Field of History and Archeology, in Stasys Vaiteklinas Aula (Building No. 6) of
Klaipéda University at 13:00 p.m. on the 28" of October, 2020.

Address: Herkaus Manto str. 84, LT- 92294; Klaipéda, Lithuania.

The summary of doctoral dissertation was sent out on the 28" of September, 2020.
The dissertation is available for review at the libraries of Klaipéda University and
Vytautas Magnus University.



KLAIPEDOS UNIVERSITETAS

Rubenas Bukavickas

SOVIETIZACIJA KLAIPEDOS KRASTE:
SOCIOKULTURINES IR SOCIOEKONOMINES
TRANSFORMACIJOS
1945-1960 METAIS

Mokslo daktaro disertacijos santrauka
Humanitariniai mokslai, istorija ir archeologija (H 005)

Klaipéda, 2020



Mokslo daktaro disertacija rengta 2015-2020 m. Klaipédos universitete pagal Vy-
tauto Didziojo universitetui kartu su Klaipédos universitetu Lietuvos Respublikos
$vietimo, mokslo ir sporto ministro 2019 m. vasario 22 d. jsakymu Nr. V-160 suteikta
doktorantiiros teise.

Moksliné vadoveé
doc. dr. Silva Pocyté (Klaipédos universitetas, humanitariniai mokslai, istorija ir
archeologija, H 005)

Mokslinis konsultantas
prof. dr. Vygantas Vareikis (Klaipédos universitetas, humanitariniai mokslai, istorija ir
archeologija, H 005)

Mokslo daktaro disertacija ginama Vytauto Didziojo universiteto ir Klaipédos
univeriteto Istorijos ir archeologijos mokslo krypties taryboje

Pirmininkas
dr. Vasilijus Safronovas (Klaipédos universitetas, humanitariniai mokslai, istorija ir
archeologija, H 005)

Nariai:

dr. Saulius Grybkauskas (Lietuvos istorijos institutas, humanitariniai mokslai, istorija
ir archeologija, H 005)

dr. Sigita Kraniauskiené (Klaipédos universitetas, socialiniai mokslai, sociologija, S 005)
prof. dr. Ruth Leiserowitz (VokieCiy istorijos institutas, VarSuva (Lenkija), Berlyno
Humboldty universitetas, Vokietija, humanitariniai mokslai, istorija ir archeologija, H 005).
dr. Aurimas Svedas (Lietuvos istorijos institutas, humanitariniai mokslai, istorija ir
archeologija, H 005)

Daktaro disertacija bus ginama vieSame Istorijos ir archeologijos mokslo krypties
tarybos posédyje 2020 m. spalio 28 d. 13:00 val. Klaipédos universiteto Stasio
Vaitekiino auloje (VI korpusas)

Adresas: Herkaus Manto g. 84, LT-92294 Klaipéda, Lietuva

Daktaro disertacijos santrauka iSsiysta 2020 m. rugséjo 28 d.
Disertacijg galima perzitréti Klaipédos universiteto ir Vytauto DidZiojo universiteto
bibliotekose



Introduction

Post-war sovietisation in Lithuania is usually regarded as a process of
establishing the soviet regime, involving a set of political, social, econo-
mic and cultural transformations, which radically changed the order, soci-
al structure and arrangement of life of the Lithuanian society. A distinctive
feature of the post-war sovietisation was that it covered a larger part of the
Lithuanian territory than in 1940-1941, i.e. during the first sovietisation.

Post-war sovietisation was a continuation of the sovietisation, which
began in 1940 and was interrupted by the war between the Soviet Union
and Germany in 1941-1944. However, the processes in Klaipéda region
were determined by changes in the region’s political dependence: Klaipé-
da region, lost to Germany in March 1939, was included into the Soviet
Lithuanian territory during World War II'. The sovietisation in this territo-
ry was implemented according to the Constitution of the Lithuanian SSR
of 1940 and its subsequent amendments, manifesting as a social, econo-
mic and cultural policy, equally enforced all over the Soviet Lithuanian
territory. In practice, sovietisation meant the elimination of the historical,
political and cultural marks that signified the identity of Klaipéda region,
the introduction of the soviet economic system, which was based on so-
cialist property and public work, as well as the ideological communist in-
doctrination of the citizens. Moreover, the sovietisation of Klaipéda region
was followed by significant demographic changes, characteristic to the
entire East Prussian region after World War II. The inclusion of Klaipéda
region into the Soviet Lithuania was followed by relocating new settlers,
coming from other Lithuanian regions and republics of the Soviet Union,
into the territory of Klaipéda region, which was emptied at the end of
1944, and the departure of the majority of the local residents that stayed
or returned from evacuation in the West to the Federal and Democratic

' This dissertation keeps to the opinion that, in terms of constitutional order,

the Republic of Lithuania and the Soviet Socialist Republic of Lithuania
were not the same. Considering this, they are differentiated as pre-war and
Soviet Lithuania.



Republics of Germany?. These demographic processes have resulted in
fundamental changes in the population of Klaipéda region: the majority
of the locals were replaced by newcomers, who were radically different in
their nationality, culture, religion and lifestyle. Thus, we could conclude
that at the end of the 1950s Klaipéda region saw a formation of a comple-
tely new sociocultural environment, where the community of the locals
became a marginalised® group.

Sovietisation in Klaipéda region was both similar and different to
the integration of the East Prussian territories into Poland and the Rus-
sian SFSR*. The author of this dissertation believes that this integration
is characterised by several major features. All territories have 1) un-
dergone demographic changes, i.e. arrival (relocation) of new settlers
come, 2) had state® institutions expropriate property to distribute it to
new residents in rural areas free of charge, 3) were subject to an ide-
ological policy of mental appropriation of occupied territories. What
was different, is that 1) some of the residents in the territories that were
allocated to Poland and Soviet Lithuania stayed, while the majority of
the locals in the territory of the RSFSR were displaced, 2) the land in
Poland and Soviet Lithuania was distributed to be farmed by the resi-
dents, while the entire land in the RSFSR was allocated to collective
and soviet farms, leaving the residents with 0.5 ha land plots, 3) the po-
lonisation of the territories, attached to Poland was implemented accor-
ding to the law of the Republic of Poland, while the sovietisation of the

2 Germany‘s division into two parts — West and East — was determined by the
issue of the German statehood, which emerged in 1945 as the Allies abolis-
hed its statehood, and the long-standing undefined position of the Federal
and the Democratic Republics of Germany in the international arena.

3 Marginalisation is referred to as the decrease in the majority of the population
of Klaipéda region, making them a minority in what is historically known as
their territory. Local residents as a community were pushed out of the societal
processes, because their values and behaviour were unacceptable to the majo-
rity of the new society, based on the Lithuanian cultural tradition.

4 Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Republic.

5 Soviet Lithuania is regarded as a part of the Soviet Union, the ‘sovereignty’
of which was restricted by the Constitution of the USSR.



territories, attached to Lithuania and the RSFSR — according to the law
of the RSFSR®. In any case, whether the features of integrating the East
Prussian territory into Poland, RSFSR and Soviet Lithuania were the
same or different, the goal of assimilating the East Prussian territories
was the same — their integration and unification with Polish, RSFSR
and Soviet Lithuanian territories, considering their individual specifics
on the social, economic and cultural levels.

On 13 July 1945, speaking on behalf of the ‘intelligentsia of Lithuania
Minor and Klaipéda region’ at the first meeting of the ‘Soviet Lithuanian in-
telligentsia’, the writer Ieva Simonaityté noted: ‘Our task is to avoid the mis-
takes, made in Klaipéda region by the bourgeois Lithuania. We must send
the best of our intelligent forces to Klaipéda region to help turn it into a pros-
pering region of the Soviet Lithuania. There can be no place for Germans or
their followers in Klaipéda region. Lithuania Minor and Lithuania Propria
will now forever be a single and undividable Great Soviet Lithuania.’” Simo-
naityté not only expressed her pleasure in having Klaipéda region liberated
and thus opening integration opportunities ‘for both Lithuanias’, but also
shared her concerns regarding the clash of two cultures — that of Lithuania
Minor and Lithuania Propria — caused by the integration of Klaipéda region
with the Soviet Lithuania®. We can only guess what was the writer’s image
of the future, but she could have hardly foreseen its radical transformation,
more precisely, complete obliteration from the cultural perspective.

The sovietisation and settlement policy was implemented in Klaipéda re-
gion with no regards to the fact that in 1924-1939 Klaipéda region was gran-
ted a political and cultural autonomy, guaranteed by Klaipéda Convention,

¢ As of 1940, Soviet Lithuania was subject to the Law of the Russian SRSR.
Therefore, the amendments of the Constitution of the Lithuanian SSR, the
same as amendments to other legislation, followed the amendments in the
RSFSR, i.e. were based on their example and subordinate. Therefore, the
majority of the laws on farming, public life, etc., adopted in the Soviet Li-
thuania, were in essence the same as those in the RSFSR.

7 Pirmasis Taryby Lietuvos inteligenty suvaziavimas. 4-oji diena. Tiesa, No
163 (693), 14 July, 1945, 1. 2.

¢ levos Simonaitytés kalba pirmajame Lietuvos SSR inteligenty suvaziavime.
13 July, 1945. LCVA, f. R-754, ap. 4, b. 322, 1. 155-156.



stating that the residents of Klaipéda region were different from Lithuanians
in terms of both culture and confession with Klaipéda region being predo-
minated by Evangelical Lutherans, while Lithuania — Catholics, also that
before the war the region was bilingual, speaking German and Lithuanian
languages. The course of sovietisation and resident displacement in Klaipé-
da region keeps raising political, legal, social, economic and cultural issues.

The author of the dissertation believes that the issue of transformation of
Klaipéda region, and becoming a part of the Soviet Lithuania is related to
the phenomenon of cultural change. Anthropologist George P. Murdock has
emphasized that ‘a fundamental feature of culture is that, despite its largely
conservative nature, it changes in time and space’, while the process of cul-
tural change includes not only consistent human adaptation to the changing
conditions of the existence’, but also an encounter of various cultures, arising
from the ethnocentric logic of the identity formation'®. Historian and philo-
sopher Jorn Riisen believes that a clash of different cultures °...is inevitable,
with the otherness depreciated, marginalised or even completely negated
and destroyed’!!. Tt becomes a serious problem, when an ethnocentric cul-
ture acquires a political orientation — the invasive nature of cultural innova-
tion and its forced distribution not only enriches local cultures, but also has
a suppressing and destructive effect on them!2. Thus, the issue of cultural
change is one of the major reasons, why the phenomenon of cultural change
remains a relevant academic subject to this day.

The tendencies of cultural change studies cover the period, ranging
from the evolutionary method to diffusion approach, followed by functio-
nalism and structuralism. Sociocultural anthropology highlights two major
concepts of cultural change: historical process (evolution)"* and adaptation

* MURDOCK, George P. Kultiiros prigimtis. In: Kultiiros prigimtis. Vilnius,
1993, p. 213, 227.

10 RUSEN, Jérn. Istorika. Vilnius, 2007, p. 264.

" Ibid., p. 271.

2 KUZMICKAS, Bronislovas. Tradicija ir novacija modernybés ir
postmodernybés pozitiriu. LOGOS, No 67, 2011, April-June, p. 9.

13" The concept of cultural change as a historical process is related to a 19th c. evolu-
tionary theory of mankind, which was based on the idea that people are born with
a predisposition and inclination for improvement and change towards progress.



(functional or diffusion)'. Murdock has highlighted four processes that de-
termined cultural change: ‘innovation’, ‘social acceptance’, ‘selective eli-
mination” and ‘integration’'®. The processes of cultural change may be in-
terpreted according to the theoretical insights of the cultural anthropologist
John P. Gillin, stating that cultural changes take place: 1) when the available
cultural resources become not enough to satisfy the society’s needs, 2) when
new decisions adopted are innovative and predominating, 3) when the ne-
cessary solutions are found, 4) when new things give more satisfaction than
old ones'®. In practice, cultural changes are determined by objective reasons:
decreasing or increasing population, changes in geographic environment,
moving into a new environment, contacts with other nations, natural and so-
cial disasters, accidental discoveries, coming into power or death of a strong
political leader"”.

In theory, there are two possible scenarios of cultural change. One of
them says that culture can adapt to new conditions and thus be updated.
The other says that culture cannot adapt to new conditions and thus
there is cultural change. The explanation of this phenomenon is that
culture cannot keep developing according to a general universal sche-

There was a prevailing belief that the mankind is developing in a chronological
order, which takes place in stages and periods. This concept used to be characte-
rised by a linear understanding of time and positivism. The ideas of evolutionism
have directly influenced the science of anthropology. See more: CTUBRINSKAS,
Vytis. Socialinés ir kultiirinés antropologijos teorijos. Kaunas, 2007, p. 21.

4 The concept of cultural change as adaptation or diffusionism, emphasizes cul-
tural change as a distribution of new specific cultural features (innovation), which
comes from the outside. This field is characterised by taking interest in transmis-
sion-adoption of the human sociocultural ideas and forms, their mimicking and
acquisition, imitation, infiltration and acculturation. See more: CIUBRINSKAS,
Vytis. Socialinés ir kultiirinés antropologijos teorijos. Kaunas, 2007, p. 34.

5 MURDOCK, George P. Kultiiros prigimtis. In: Kultiros prigimtis. Vilnius,
1993, p. 216-228.

* HULTKRANTZ, Ake. General Ethnological Concepts. In: International
Dictionary of Regional European Ethnology and Folklore, Vol. 1. Copen-
hagen, 1960, s. 79.

7 MURDOCK, George P. Kultiiros prigimtis. In: Kultiros prigimtis. Vilnius,
1993, p. 216.



me, because culture is an expression of the interaction between culture
and social environment: it is not only the society, which influences the
development of culture, but culture determines its development as well.
The process of cultural change puts a special focus on the society’s
economic activity, which is regarded as the basis of culture in non-evo-
lutionist and Marxist anthropology'®. Therefore, whenever the cultural
paradigm cannot adequately represent the socioeconomic changes in
the society, we experience cultural change.

Without going deeper into the phenomenon of cultural change, we
should also note that the cultural change in Klaipéda region was deter-
mined by the military occupation and the region’s radical integration into
the Soviet Lithuanian, implemented by the Soviet Union, rather than con-
sistent historical processes. Instead of being a natural result of cultural
interaction and cooperation, the cultural change in Klaipéda region was
influenced by an external force, represented by official soviet authorities
and the new residents as carriers of the new culture. This force introduced
anew order and imposed a new lifestyle, creating conditions for a radical
political and cultural transformation in Klaipéda region.

Based on the insights and issues, listed above, this dissertation keeps
to the opinion that the sovietisation of Klaipéda region was not a pro-
cess of cultural change, but rather a large-scale sociocultural transfor-
mation with irreversible consequences. Thus, sociocultural transforma-
tion is regarded as a process of closely interrelated radical political,
social, economic and cultural readjustments. This process is determined
by economic and cultural factors. The repressions that followed the so-
vietisation process are regarded as measures and methods, applied by
the soviet authorities to control the sovietisation processes, rather than
a reason or outcome of the sociocultural transformation. This concept
of the process of sovietisation in Klaipéda region and division of the
specific factors of the sociocultural transformation into two different —
socioeconomic and sociocultural — processes, is related with the soviet

15 CIUBRINSKAS, Vytis. Socialinés ir kultirinés antropologijos teorijos.
Kaunas, 2007, p. 107-124.
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environment, the purpose of which was to introduce radical changes
into the society’s economic and cultural life on soviet terms.

Soviet Lithuania’s regime was based on ‘socialist economy and socialist
ownership or the means of production’, which, in turn, was based on the
Marxist theory of historical materialism. Based on this theory, socioecono-
mic relations were referred to as the ‘major primary relations that constitute
an actual foundation, which holds the political superstructure and which cor-
responds to certain forms of public consciousness’. Marxist theorists clai-
med that ‘the material conditions of the society’s life determine the nature
of the public ideas and attitudes, as well as political and legal institutions’."”
Joseph Stalin himself had highlighted the socioeconomic foundation of the
soviet regime as primary and formative, emphasizing that ‘in socialism, in-
dustrial forces, consisting of the entirety of the production tools and produ-
cers, are at the forefront of the industrial relations’®. Therefore, according
to Marxist-Leninist ideology, social culture was merely a reflection of so-
cioeconomic relations. Thus, the analysis of sociocultural transformation of
Klaipéda region should differentiate between economic and cultural aspects
of sovietisation, focusing on socioeconomic processes first — they had the
most influence on changing the historically shaped structure of life: forms
of property, land reform, collectivisation processes and organising the state
economy. From this perspective, local resistance, which took place at the
same time as the sovietisation of Klaipéda region, is not as important for the
analysis of the subject of this dissertation.

The analysis of cultural aspects of sovietisation of Klaipéda regi-
on should emphasize that Soviet Lithuania, just like the entire Soviet
Union, focused a lot of attention on culture. Upon eliminating private
property and introducing state and public property, as well as organi-
sing the economy that was based on public work and planned economy,
it was necessary to change the thinking of the members of the society
as well, creating a new type of a soviet man: ‘a patriot of the socialist

1 Marksizmas-leninizmas. From: Mazoji lietuviskoji tarybiné enciklopedija.
Vol. 2. Vilnius, 1968, p. 515.

2 Stalinas, Josifas. Ekonominés socializmo TSR Sajungoje problemos. Ko-
munistas, No. 10 (430), October, 1952, p. 4.
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Homeland and a conscious builder of communism’. It is also important
to note that the cultural change of the society, just like the change of
the society’s economic foundations, was forced and using the force was
justified with the purpose to shape a future society, where all members
of this new society are happy. However, differently from socioecono-
mic reforms, the fast pace of which could be largely explained by the
residents’ dependency on economic resources and fear of punishment
for disobedience to the law, culture’s inert nature in the process of cul-
tural change made the introduction of the soviet culture a complex and
long-term process. In the short term, soviet authorities could not have
hoped for a fast change in the human thinking, values and worldview
by introducing several decisions in the field of culture alone. Naturally,
the society’s cultural change took longer than changes in the public
and economic relations. Soviet Lithuania had officially declared that the
introduction of the soviet economic system was completed in the early
1950s and that at the end of the decade, °...all the major objectives of the
socialist revolution in the field of culture and ideology had been achie-
ved’?, i.e. that the sovietisation of the culture had been completed. In
the process of Lithuania’s sovietisation, this circumstance had been re-
garded as one of the achievements to mark ‘the completion of building
socialism’. However, the introduction of socialist culture meant the so-
vietisation of the society’s cultural life foundations, i.e. reshaping the
society’s cultural life on the soviet basis, rather than the end of cultural
change. This was an important achievement of the soviet authorities in
aiming for the ultimate goal — to create a communist society.

Cultural reformation policy on soviet basis was referred to as the
‘cultural revolution’, declaring that its ‘purpose is to create a socialist
culture by assimilation and critical processing of the spiritual legacy of
the past, defeating the reactionary exploiter ideology, past relics and
superstitions, as well as introducing the ideas of scientific communism
deep into the consciousness of the labour people, making culture, which
used to be a privilege of certain members of the society, available for

2 SADZIUS, Henrikas. Lietuvos istorijos tarybinio laikotarpio periodizacijos
klausimu. Komunistas, No 6 (504), June, 1966, p. 44-45.
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the good of the entire socialist society’??. Therefore, soviet cultural po-
licy aimed at radical cultural changes. Klaipéda region had undergone
not only the introduction of new values, beliefs and traditions that were
common to the entire soviet Lithuanian society, but also the change of
the structure of the residents from national, cultural and ethnic pers-
pectives. Considering the above, this dissertation keeps to the opinion
that the sociocultural processes in Klaipéda region were determined by
the arrival (displacement) of the new residents and soviet cultural po-
licy. Therefore, it is necessary to draw attention to the sociocultural
processes that took place in Klaipéda region and have fundamentally
changed the historical identity of Klaipéda region — the migration of the
residents and indoctrination of the communist ideology.

Novelty and relevance of the research

The dissertation’s scientific novelty is based on the study of the precon-
ditions of Klaipéda region becoming a part of the Soviet Lithuania and the
interdisciplinary approach to the sovietisation processes in Klaipéda region
in 1945-1960. According to the author, the study of the change of ownership
in Klaipéda region could hold applicable value since the empirical data, col-
lected during the study, could be used in solving the issues, related to the land
ownership changes in the past and the current property restitution, while the
analysis of the sociocultural situation in this region will not only supplement
the data of the previous studies, but could also be used for social and cultural
programmes and increasing their efficiency in the context of Lithuanian re-
gional economic and social policies.

Seeking to for a deeper study of the sovietisation processes that took
place in Klaipéda region and to reveal their outcome, it cannot be based
on the paradigm of the soviet occupation, prescind on the legal aspect
of the issue and be limited to a local study alone. On the other hand,
sovietisation, as a process and catalyst or socioeconomic and sociocul-
tural transformation, was a multifaceted phenomenon, including many

2 Kultariné revoliucija. From: MazZoji lietuviskoji tarybiné enciklopedija.
Vol. 2. Vilnius, 1968, p. 244.

13



areas of the society’s life. Keeping this in mind and considering the ide-
ological attitudes of the Soviet Lithuanian authorities, this dissertation
will focus only on the aspects of sovietisation in Klaipéda region that
have radically changed the structure, social composition and fabric of
the historically-shaped society of Klaipéda region.

It is important to note that the majority of the issues, related to sovietisa-
tion in Klaipéda region, have not been studied in a greater detail earlier or
have not been studied at all. Therefore, highlighting the processes that took
place in Klaipéda region in 1945-1960 and providing a lot of new factual
material, increases the scope of this dissertation. Therefore, this dissertation
is not only theoretical, but also includes the empirical aspect.

Research object

The object of this work is the socioeconomic and sociocultural pro-
cesses that took place in Klaipéda region in 1945-1960.

Administrative-territorial scope of the research

In 1945-1960, the territorial boundaries and administrative-territo-
rial division of Klaipéda region changed several times. With the aim
to study the sovietisation of the historical territory of Klaipéda region,
this research is focused only on the part of the Soviet Lithuanian terri-
tory, which constituted Klaipéda region from 1920 to 1939: Klaipéda,
Pagégiai and Siluté counties (from 1950 to 1960 — parts of Klaipéda,
Pagégiai, Siluté and Priekulé districts). Moreover, the in-depth study in
this dissertation focuses only on the rural areas of Klaipéda region. The
processes that took place in the cities will not be covered, because the
abundance of sources and the specifics of urban life, the processes that
took place in the cities could constitute a subject for a separate study.

Chronological scope of the research

The research period ranges from 1945 to 1960: from the inclusion of
Klaipéda region into the Soviet Lithuania to the departure of the majority

14



of the local residents to the West and East Germany. The end of the chosen
period also coincides with the beginning of the economic and educational
reforms that took place in Soviet Lithuania and the reintroduction on the
restrictions of the Church activities in 1958. The economic and educational
reforms, widely using ideological templates, marked the transition of the
Soviet Lithuania from the ‘final stage of building socialism’ into the “period
of building extended communism’*. The restrictions of religious life and
Church activities became a new and aggressive anti-religion campaign®. In
other words, the end of 1950s marked the completion of the centralisation of
the soviet economy and culture, and the sovietisation of Lithuania, including
Klaipéda region.

Research purpose

Research purpose is to analyse the archival data, historiography
(scientific research), periodical press and memories for the purpose of
studying the socioeconomic and sociocultural transformations that took
place in Klaipéda region in 1945-1960, revealing their major characte-
ristics and outcomes.

Research tasks

1. To reveal and study the legal aspects, related with the change of
the political dependence of Klaipéda region and sovietisation processes
in 1944-1948 and features of the Soviet administrative-territorial Sys-
tem in Klaipéda Region in 1945-1960.

2. To assess the processes of resident migration in Klaipéda region
in 1945-1960.

3. To study the peculiarities of the personal property rights to real
estate and their disposal in 1945-1960 by revealing the issue of property
in Klaipéda region.

% SADZIUS, Henrikas. Lietuvos istorijos tarybinio laikotarpio periodizacijos
klausimu. Komunistas, No 6 (504), June, 1966, p. 45—46.

2 STREIKUS, Artinas. Soviety valdzios antibaznytiné politika Lietuvoje
(1944—-1990). Vilnius, 2012, p. 184-186.
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4. To analyse the processes that took place in the agriculture of Klai-
péda region from 1945 to 1960.

5. To assess the characteristics of cultural and anti-religion policies
of Soviet Lithuania in Klaipéda region in 1945-1960.

Research methods

This dissertation studies a rather wide scope of socioeconomic and
sociocultural transformation processes, subject to various research
methods.

In order to reveal and assess the problem questions and legal as-
pects, related with political dependency changes of Klaipéda region,
the research features the methods of descriptive, content®, discourse,
semiotic, comparative and causal analysis. Administrative-territorial
reorganisation was analysed using the comparative method and secon-
dary statistical data analysis.

The migration processes that took place in Klaipéda region in 1945-
1960 are studied using descriptive, content, discourse, comparative
analysis methods and secondary statistical data analysis, which: a) de-
fined the demographic situation in Klaipéda region in the late 1944 and
early 1945, as well as its change in 1945-1960, b) revealed the policy,
applied by the Soviet Lithuanian authorities regarding settlement and
repatriation issues, and the nature of the settlement in the region.

Content and causal analysis was used to investigate the issue of
property, remaining in Klaipéda region, revealing what, why and how
influenced the authorities’ decision to expropriate and redistribute the
property, remaining in Klaipéda region according to soviet forms of the
right of ownership. Moreover, these methods were used to study the
peculiarities of the right of ownership of personal real property, which
were also subject to comparative analysis and interview methods, as
well as the secondary statistical data analysis.

Descriptive, content, discourse and comparative analysis, as well as
the secondary statistical data analysis were used to reveal and examine

% Content analysis is used for document (legislation) research.
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the course of the soviet agricultural system: when, how and what eco-
nomic subjects were established in Klaipéda region, how they changed,
also the characteristics of the Soviet Lithuanian cultural and anti-reli-
gion policies.

Structure. This dissertation consists of a preface, 5 chapters of
content, divided into 21 subchapters, conclusions, the list of literature
and sources, and appendices.

The first chapter of the dissertation reveals the problem issues, related to
the inclusion of Klaipéda region into the territory of the Soviet Lithuania,
and legal aspects that have both influenced the policies regarding the ter-
ritorial structure of the Soviet Lithuania, applied by the Soviet Lithuanian
authorities, and the situation in Klaipéda region during the first years after
the war. This chapter also examines the administrative-territorial reorgani-
sation that took place in Klaipéda region in 1945-1960. The second chapter
of this dissertation studies the migration processes of Klaipéda region in
1945-1960, related both to domestic and external factors, their influence on
the distribution of different ethnic and cultural groups of residents and the
change in the composition of the population. The third chapter of this dis-
sertation investigates questions, related to property, revealing the issue of
the property, remaining in Klaipéda region, property-related authority pro-
cesses and the peculiarities of acquiring and disposal of personal property.
The fourth chapter analyses the development of soviet agricultural system
in Klaipéda region: the course of the land reform and its results, organising,
expanding and reorganising state and public agricultural subjects, and also
how the introduction of the soviet agricultural system transformed the soci-
oeconomic and sociocultural identity of Klaipéda region. The last part of the
dissertation reveals the characteristics of cultural and anti-religion policies,
implemented in Klaipéda region by Soviet Lithuania in 1945-1960.

Sourses
The selection of the information sources was determined by the empiri-

cal nature of the study. Many issues, related to Klaipéda region under sovie-
tisation, have not been studied before, for example, the issue of the proper-
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ty, remaining in Klaipéda region, the introduction of the soviet agricultural
system and cultural policy. Therefore, the field of the information resour-
ces, used for this dissertation, is rather wide, including archival materials,
various soviet and post-soviet information publications, soviet periodicals
and memories of the residents. The choice of the particularly widely used
archival data can be justified with the goal to reveal the socioeconomic and
sociocultural processes that took place in the territory of Klaipéda region in
1945-1960 and their characteristics in as much detail as possible.

The majority of the sources consists of archival documents, stored
in the archives of the Republic of Lithuania: at the Lithuanian Central
State Archives (LCSA), the Lithuanian Special Archives (LSA), Klai-
péda Regional State Archives (KRSA) and Taurageé Branch of Klaipeda
Regional State Archives (TBKRSA).

Also, a large share of the resources consists of published information
sources. These include the stenographs of the Supreme Council meetings of
the USSR and Lithuanian SSR, which took place in 1945-1960, legislation,
adopted by the highest governmental bodies of the USSR and the Lithuanian
SSR from 1944 to 1960, periodicals, sets of legislations, encyclopaedias and
statistical guides of the soviet and post-soviet period, as well as specialised
(thematic) sets of documents that were previously unpublished. The choice
of sources helps to create a better understanding of the policy, implemented
in Klaipéda region by the Soviet Lithuanian authorities, reveal the causality
of the socioeconomic and sociocultural processes that took place in the regi-
on, their characteristics and outcome.

The dissertation also used soviet periodicals. These include semi-official
newspapers, published by the USSR and Soviet Lithuanian highest govern-
mental bodies, such as Pravda, lzvestia, Tiesa ir Taryby Lietuva, LCP(b)
CC semi-official Komunistas, also publications of Klaipéda, Pagégiai and
Siluté districts (until 1950 — counties) and Priekulé district (1950-1959) local
authorities — Raudonasis Svyturys (1945-1950), Silutés tiesa (1946—1950),
Leninietis (1950-1960), Pagégiy balsas (1948), Raudonasis artojas (1950~
1960), Lenino keliu (1950-1960), etc. These publications, aside from soviet
ideological clichés and dogmas, are rather detailed, versatile and informati-
ve, helping to gain a better understanding of the processes that took place in
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Klaipéda region in 1945-1960, and the policies, introduced to various areas
of economic and public life by the authorities.

The dissertation also used memories of the residents (7) that used to live
in the territory of Klaipéda region in 1945-1960 or still live there, collec-
ted in 2002-2018 using the method of unstructured interview. The memo-
ries of the residents interviewed gave an insight into their personal expe-
rience in the post-war Klaipéda region. This knowledge is the connecting
link between dry facts and the actual life. A particularly large amount of
valuable knowledge was provided by S. Jankevicius (1909-2009), former
Director of Kintai Dairy (1945-1946), teacher of Kintai seven-grade school
(1946-1955) and head of the Education Department of Siluté District (1952-
1953). His memories enabled to create an illustrative reconstruction of the
processes that took place in Kintai volost, Siluté county (district) and the
entire Klaipéda region in 1945-1955. The memories of A. G.-V., who lived
in Pricmai village from 1945 to 1961, and V. D. (1932-2007), who lived in
UZlekniai village from 1947 to 1953, Tatamiskiai village from 1953 to 1958
and Minija (Mingg¢) village from 1958 to 1970, are a valuable source of in-
formation on the relations between the new settlers and the local residents.
Valuable information about life in post-war Klaipéda region was also provi-
ded by the local resident H. G. (1927-2014), who lived in Klaipéda since her
birth until evacuation in October 1944 and settled in Vente village after the
war. Her memories gave insights on the evacuation, repatriation and living
in a new environment.

Objectives:

1. The transformation of Klaipéda region into a part of the Soviet Lithu-
ania was not a natural phenomenon or restoration of historical truth, but rat-
her a result of the Lithuanian irredentism policy, implemented during World
War II by Soviet Lithuanian authorities, geopolitical goals of the Soviet
Union authorities in the West, the victory of the USSR against the Nazi Ger-
many, as well as the post-war sovietisation policies, applied in Lithuania, the
goal of which was to obliterate the socioeconomic, sociocultural and even
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geographic characteristics that make Klaipéda region unique in the context
of the remaining territory of Soviet Lithuania.

2. All migration processes that took place in rural areas of Klaipéda
region in 1945-1960, were initiated by political decisions of the Soviet
Union and Soviet Lithuanian authorities, the purpose of which was not
only to change the composition of the population in the region, but also
to ensure that the majority of the new residents of the region support the
soviet regime. Soviet Lithuanian authorities introduced these policies,
relying on the largest share of the Lithuanian society both from social
and cultural perspectives — poor rural residents, who came (or were
relocated) to Klaipéda region from other places of Soviet Lithuania.

3. The remaining movable and immovable property, which was left
in Klaipéda region and now belonged to the state, made sovietisation as
an introduction of a soviet agricultural system easier. Planned distribu-
tion of the property among agricultural subjects (residents, enterprises,
organisations, etc.), reducing the public agricultural sector and expan-
ding the state agricultural sector in Klaipéda region enabled the Soviet
Lithuanian authorities to integrate the region into the Soviet Lithuania
both on socioeconomic and sociocultural levels.

4. The content and type of the Soviet cultural ant anti-religion policy, ap-
plied in Klaipéda region, functioned as a measure of support for the majority
of the residents that came (or were relocated) from other parts of the Soviet
Lithuania. The myth of ‘liberating Soviet Lithuania’ and its constituent ele-
ment of ‘liberation’ of Klaipéda were supposed to create the sense of secu-
rity for the new majority of the residents in Klaipéda region, strengthening
its loyalty to the soviet regime. The cultural and anti-religion policy, im-
plemented in Klaipéda region in 1945-1960, enabled the Soviet Lithuanian
authorities to change the sociocultural identity of Klaipéda region.

Conclusions
1. From the emergence of the Lithuanian irredentism in the late 19th c.

until the beginning of the war between Germany and the Soviet Union in
1941, Lithuanian irredentism was influenced by the geopolitical policies
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of the big neighbours. During the war between Germany and the USSR,
the Lithuanian irredentism manifested as an element of soviet policy,
which was supposed to consolidate Lithuanians against Germans in the
war between USSR and Germany. In the early 1944, the Soviet Union
authorities granted the Soviet Lithuania more ‘sovereignty’. Thus the So-
viet authorities not only actualised Soviet Lithuania’s territorial claim in
the West, but also established a new legal premise for the USSR to acquire
these territories. In the late 1944, upon the establishment of the final terri-
torial composition of the Soviet Lithuania, Soviet Lithuanian authorities
replaced the irredentism policy with the ideological claim over Klaipéda
region as ‘uniting the Lithuanian lands’ and mythologisation of Vilnius,
Kaunas and Klaipéda as part of the Soviet Lithuania.

The process of Klaipéda region becoming a part of the Soviet Lithuania
is related both to the legitimation of the USSR and Soviet Lithuanian highest
authorities, and the amendments and supplementations to the Constitutions
of the USSR and Soviet Lithuania, which legitimised the territorial mili-
tary conquests, implemented by the USSR, made in 1941-1947. Klaipéda
region was included into the territory of the Soviet Lithuania on the basis
of legitimate conquest, because, as the allies failed the negotiations on the
conclusion of a peace agreement with Germany in the late 1947, there were
no other legal grounds to include Klaipéda region into the Soviet Lithuania.
Therefore, Klaipéda region was included into the Soviet Lithuania as a part
of the East Prussian territory, transferred to the USSR.

Introduction of the Soviet Lithuanian administrative-territorial sys-
tem in Klaipéda region was one of the major conditions for its sovieti-
sation and it was delayed due to the prolonged population of the region.
Administrative-territorial reorganisation in Klaipéda region, just like in
the entire Soviet Lithuania, continued until 1960. This was determined
by the general process of sovietisation as centralisation of the adminis-
trative and economic management in the entire Lithuania, catalysed, in
most part, by the socioeconomic factor. The purpose for transforming
the administrative-territorial division of Klaipéda region according to
the soviet model of administrative-territorial division was not only to
eliminate the historical administrative-territorial border between Klai-
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péda region and the rest of the Soviet Lithuania, but also its geographic
indication. Thus the new territorial identity of Soviet Lithuania with
Vilnius, Kaunas and Klaipéda was formed in the late 1950s.

2. As Klaipéda region was included into the Soviet Lithuania, Soviet
Lithuanian authorities began solving the issue of its population, based on
the Lithuanian pre-war national and political stereotypes with regards to the
residents of Klaipéda region, according to which the local residents were
perceived as Germans. The end of World War II and the resulting change
in political dependency of Klaipéda region made it easier for the Soviet Li-
thuanian authorities to solve the issue of populating Klaipéda region with
newcomers, mostly coming (relocated) from other places in Soviet Lithu-
ania. Populating Klaipéda region with newcomers and relocated residents
or repatriates was not chaotic, but rather implemented according to political,
economic and cultural selection criteria. Thus, in 1945-1948, the social and
cultural composition of rural population in Klaipéda region was completely
changed: the majority of the locals were replaced with residents, coming
from other places of Soviet Lithuania, mostly peasants that previously had
very little land or no land at all. The population plans for the rural areas of
Klaipéda region that took place in 1945-1948 were not fully implemented.
The newcomers, particularly relocated new residents, were reluctant to move
to Klaipéda region due to insufficient material advantage and sociocultural
discomfort in the new place. In the early 1948, newcomers and relocated
settlers constituted about 88 per cent of the rural population in Klaipéda regi-
on. A new relocation campaign that was supposed to solve the issue of lack
of labour force in rural areas of Klaipéda region was launched in 1951-1956:
it mostly involved residents from East and South-east Lithuania, but was
not fully completed due to insufficient economic incentives, poor domestic
conditions and the death of Stalin, which changed the political climate in the
entire Lithuania. The residents that moved to rural areas of Klaipéda region
in 1951-1956 constituted about 800 families, that is, about 3200 people.

In 1945-1951, Soviet Lithuanian authorities sought to return the Lithu-
anian-only local residents from the territories, occupied by Germany, to
Klaipéda region, hoping for 27000 repatriates. Local repatriates were regar-
ded as labour force. Soviet authorities regarded the repatriation of the locals
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to Klaipéda region from western German-occupied territories as an econo-
mic and political issue, since leaving them where they were meant strengt-
hening the economic and political potential of the Western allies. Seeking
to reclaim as many locals from the western German-occupied territories as
possible and to solve the issue of citizenship of the remaining locals in the
Klaipéda region, in the late 1947, Soviet Union authorities granted the Li-
thuanian residents of Klaipéda region the citizenship of the USSR. In 1945-
1947, because of their undefined national affinity and the authorities’ nega-
tive attitudes, local repatriates did not receive any support or care. Although
acquiring the citizenship of the USSR in 1948 improved many of the local
repatriates’ economic situation, the negative attitudes of the newcomers and
relocated settlers, as well as the local authorities, did not change. The num-
ber of locals, repatriated to Klaipéda region in 1945-1951 was about 6600.
The total number of locals in Klaipéda region at the end of the repatriation
in 1951 was about 11000.

The majority of the socioeconomic repressions and mass deporta-
tion in Klaipéda region in 1945-1952 took place in rural areas. Thus
Soviet Lithuanian authorities attempted to establish and maintain so-
cial equality among members of the society and prevent sociocultural
conflicts. Although repressions and deportations were firstly aimed at
residents that were inconvenient to the soviet regime from political and
social perspectives — anti-soviet resistance members and the ‘kulaks’,
in Klaipéda region these measures were mostly applicable to local resi-
dents. This was determined both by their social origin and past, as well
as the negative attitudes from the new settlers and local authorities. The
socioeconomic repressions, implemented against the locals in 1945-
1947, manifested as confiscation of their entire property or its part. The
socioeconomic repressions, implemented against new settlers, mostly
manifested in taking their farms away. In 1948, deportations in Klaipé-
da region were directed against the locals and residents, related to the
armed resistance movement. In 1949, the majority of people, deported
from Klaipéda region were mostly inconvenient to the soviet regime
from social perspective — the ‘kulak’ new settlers. The number of peo-
ple, exiled from Klaipéda region during the mass deportations in 1948-
1952 was about 1500, about 61 per cent of whom were local residents.
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The repatriation of the locals from Klaipéda region to FRG and DRG in
1958-1960 was determined by an agreement between the USSR and the FRG,
influenced by a difficult socioeconomic situation in the USSR. Due to bure-
aucratic procedures and local authorities abusing their power, as well as the
liquidation of the real estate, which belonged to the local residents, the repa-
triation process continued until the mid-1960. During the repatriation, local
press engaged in active propaganda, aiming to reduce the scale of repatriation
or even disrupt it. However, it did not do much. The number of locals, repa-
triated to FRG and DRG in 1958-1960, was about 8000 with about 64 per
cent of the local residents. The repatriation of the locals resulted in decreasing
labour force, encouraging Soviet Lithuanian authorities to make haste to re-
organise the public agricultural subjects (collective farms) into state (soviet)
farms and improving the living and working conditions of the residents. There
were three measures that were the most effective in solving the issue of lack
of labour force in Klaipéda region: 1) residents were granted the right to sell
and buy real estate, 2) public agricultural subjects were granted the right to
sell real estate to residents, 3) residents were granted the right of ownership
to the real estate they managed. These measures encouraged local migration
processes and the number of newcomers, who came to Klaipéda region from
other parts of the Soviet Lithuania until the early 1960s, was nearly the same
as the number of the locals, repatriated to FRG and DRG. From sociocultural
perspective, due to the repatriation, in the early 1960s Klaipéda region became
a part of the Soviet Lithuania not much different from others.

3.Sovietisation as an introduction of the soviet regime in Klaipéda region
was completed in 1951. What took place until the late 1950s was strengt-
hening the regime, manifesting in centralisation of the administrative and
economic management. In rural areas of Klaipéda region this process was
characterised by consolidating public and state agricultural subjects or focu-
sing the property (resources) in the state agricultural sector.

Because the political dependency of Klaipéda region changed after World
War II and because a large share of the residents moved into the depths of
Germany, the movable and immovable property, left in Klaipéda region, was
regarded as trophies, i.e. spoils of war. Seeking to facilitate the region’s po-
pulation with new residents, who came (moved) from other places in Soviet
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Lithuania, and its integration into the Soviet Lithuania, the USSR transferred
the real estate, left in Klaipéda region, to Soviet Lithuania free of charge. A
large share of the movable property, left in Klaipéda region, was plundered
and what remained — sold to state economic subjects or residents. The proper-
ty, remaining in Klaipéda region, became a source of easy profit and was used
by the central and local authorities for strengthening informal connections. No
property was returned to local repatriates in rural areas. The realisation of the
trophy assets, remaining in Klaipéda region, was completed in 1953. Giving
the real estate (farms) in rural areas for the new settlers was politically, econo-
mically and culturally motivated, aiming to change the ethnocultural and so-
cial composition of the population in the region. In the middle of 1948, trans-
ferring real estate to residents under the right of personal ownership made no
sense and became impossible, because, since the establishment of collective
farms, the empty farms in their territory became collective, i.e. public property.

Until the late 1950s, a large share of the newcomers and locals had
lost their farms due to socioeconomic repressions, progressive state ser-
vice and tax policies, exile, consolidation of public and state agricul-
tural subjects, as well as the absence of a legal base and court precedent
for the recognition of property rights. Until 1958, the newcomers to
Klaipéda region had lost about 50 per cent of their farms, received in
1945-1947. In the mid-1950s, Soviet Lithuanian authorities began sol-
ving the issue of acknowledging the newcomer rights to the real estate,
but the confrontations between the local authorities, public and state
economy, as well as the beginning of the repatriation of the locals, the
actual solving of this problem began only at the end of the decade. Lo-
cal residents’ right of ownership to real estate was acknowledged only
for those residents, who had not left Klaipéda region and only those,
who could prove their right of ownership at court.

4.The law on the Land Reform became a legal tool, enabling the So-
viet Lithuanian authorities to change the ethnocultural and social com-
position of the population in Klaipéda region. The land reform in Klai-
péda region lasted until 1949 due to the following reasons: 1) extended
population process in the region, 2) distribution of the property, remai-
ning in the region, 3) land surveying works, and 4) reorganisation of
management of the Soviet Lithuanian agriculture.
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There were also several favourable conditions for the introduction of the
soviet agricultural system in Klaipéda: 1) the entire property, left in the region,
belonged to the state, 2) the region had a developed compact and integrated
economic infrastructure, 3) the majority of the new settlers were loyal to the
soviet authorities, 4) the majority of them did not have much farming experien-
ce and the sense of ownership, 5) the majority of the new settlers and local re-
sidents did not have enough labour force and material resources for successful
farming on their own. The introduction of the soviet agricultural system, as a
transition from private agricultural relations to public, was smoother and faster
in Klaipéda region than in other parts of the Soviet Lithuania. This was notable
both in organising various cooperative societies and organising the collectivi-
sation. New settlers actively joined various cooperative societies not because
of the need to join the public wok, but for the opportunities of fast personal
material benefits. Because of unprofitable activities, the Crediting and Agri-
cultural cooperative societies were liquidated in the early 1950. State service
and land taxes, mass deportations and establishment of collective farms by the
local authorities became the major means of implementing collectivisation in
Klaipéda region. The first collective farms were mostly organised by the local
residents themselves, forced to gather together because of a difficult socioeco-
nomic situation. New settlers were reluctant to join into collective farms with
the locals because of their unequal economic situation — the majority of the
locals had little or no assets to contribute to the collective farm. In the early
1950, the share of farms, collectivised in Klaipéda region was about 85 per
cent, which was about 25 per cent more than in other parts of Soviet Lithuania.
The emergence of collective farms evened the socioeconomic situation of the
new settlers and local residents.

Collective farms in Klaipéda region were weak due to lack of labour
force and low productivity of the workers. The consolidation of col-
lective farms in Klaipéda region also was smoother and faster than in
other parts of Soviet Lithuania. However, the consolidation, which took
place in 1950-1951, did not solve the issue of their cost-effectiveness.
That is why collective farms were reorganised into state farms or conso-
lidated into soviet farms, which, being state enterprises, had an access
to greater resources for developing agricultural products.
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The process of consolidating collective farms and reorganising them into
soviet farms was paralleled by consolidation of the districts. Districts were
formed as centres for collective settlements and soviet farms. In 1954, 30
counties were formed in Klaipéda, Pagégiai, Priekulé and Siluté districts,
which were included into Klaipéda region. In the early 1960, these counties
had 29 collective farms and 21 soviet farm. The process of picking county
centre locations was quite long due to the continuous consolidation of the
collective farms, their reorganisation or consolidation into soviet farms. The
majority of the county centres were established in the historically-establis-
hed socioeconomic and sociocultural centres of Klaipéda region. New coun-
ties and their centres were socioeconomically and socioculturally reoriented
from the former East Prussian territory on the other side of Nemunas river
to the remaining part of the Soviet Lithuania. This has resulted in a village
decay in Klaipéda region, particularly in its southern and south-western part.
The integration of Klaipéda region into the general economy of the Soviet
Lithuania was completed at the end of the 1950s, manifesting in a radical
transformation of the socioeconomic and sociocultural identity of the region.

Since the beginning of the sovietisation in Klaipéda region, the local
agricultural sector was predominated by soviet farms. There are two rea-
sons, why soviet farms were operating at a loss: 1) constantly increasing
area of the agricultural land; 2) lack of labour force. The socioeconomic
situation of the soviet farms began to improve in 1951-1955, when the
Soviet Union’s authorities increased not only state investments into the
state agriculture, but also focused more of the state’s attention on this
field overall. In Klaipéda region this manifested as increasing the land
of the soviet farms and decreasing the sector of public farms. At the be-
ginning of the 1960s, soviet farms in Klaipéda region managed about 58
per cent of the entire agricultural land, while the same index in Soviet Li-
thuania overall was only 12.9 per cent. The agricultural policies, applied
in Klaipéda region by the Soviet Lithuanian authorities complies with
the “virgin land policy’, implemented by the USSR in the early 1950s,
which revolved around developing the state agricultural sector in low
population and economically underdeveloped regions. This policy ena-
bled the Soviet Lithuanian authorities to hasten the sovietisation process
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in Klaipéda region. During the first years after the war, the issue of lack
of labour force in soviet farms in Klaipéda region was solved by forced
labour of the local residents or German prisoners of war. In 1947-1948,
labourers for the soviet farms in Klaipéda region were recruited from
other soviet republics, mostly Belarus, RSFSR and Ukraine. From 1949
to 1960, the main source of labour for the soviet farms consisted of resi-
dents, released of land or who did not want to join collective farms, also
members of collective farms that were consolidated with soviet farms.
The issue of particularly bad living conditions of the workers of soviet
farms in Klaipéda region was not solved until the end of 1950s.

5. The myth of the ‘liberation of the Soviet Lithuania’, with the element
of the ‘liberation’ of Klaipéda being presented as one of the major achieve-
ments of the soviet regime in Lithuania, was the basis of the post-war Soviet
Lithuanian ideological indoctrination as cultural policy. The purpose of this
ideological indoctrination in Klaipéda region was, first of all, to create a sen-
se of security for the residents, who came (moved) there from other parts of
Soviet Lithuania. Doubts about their long-term life in the region were rein-
forced by the tense international situation of 1945-1960 and local residents,
considered disloyal to the soviet regime. The cult of Stalin was especially
strong in Klaipéda region as a guarantee of life in this part of the Soviet
Lithuania for the new settlers. This was one of the reasons why the cult of
Stalin had not been officially condemned in Soviet Lithuania. Until the end
of 1950s, the sociocultural difference between Klaipéda region and other
parts of the Soviet Lithuania was marked by signs of German administrative
identity, remaining in various public spaces.

In 1945-1957, soviet propaganda, agitation and culture was spread from
reading rooms-clubs in rural Klaipéda region, which became the source of
promoting Soviet Lithuanian cultural policy. Soviet Lithuanian authorities
aimed to turn them into rural and, as of 1951, collective culture centres.
Because of excessive ideological content, the reading rooms-clubs did not
receive many visitors or engage in many activities. Following the CPSU CC
plenary meetings, which took place in February and June 1957, the process
of centralising Soviet Lithuanian administrative and economic management
became faster. In terms of culture, this policy manifested as optimisation
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of cultural institutions in rural areas, strengthening communist ideological
indoctrination and anti-religion propaganda, as well as focusing more at-
tention on fostering the Lithuanian ethnic culture. In practice, this policy
manifested as reducing the number of the reading rooms-clubs in rural areas
and expanding their activities in county centres, also legalising and secula-
risation of the traditional Lithuanian celebrations. In 1957-1960, John’s Day
celebration on Rambynas hill became the major event in Klaipéda region
with the aim to create an image of cultural and territorial consistency with
the rest of the Soviet Lithuania. Moreover, the end of 1950s marked the be-
ginning of developing a new historical memory in Klaipéda region.

To this day, Lithuanian historiography has not come to an agreement regar-
ding the anti-religion policy, implemented by the Soviet Lithuanian authorities
in 1945-1960: was it directed against the Evangelical Lutheran denomination
or Germans? Moreover, Lithuanian historiography is predominated by a Li-
thuanian ethnocentric assessment of the Soviet anti-religion policy.

The policy regarding churches, operating in Soviet Lithuania, in 1945-
1947 was moderate. The population of Klaipéda region with mostly Lithu-
ania-speaking Catholics, who arrived (moved) from other places in Soviet
Lithuania, complied with the interests of both the Catholic Church and the
Soviet Lithuanian authorities. As of 1948, church activities were subject to
a stricter control and anti-religion and atheist propaganda all over Soviet Li-
thuania. This change in policy was determined by the increasing Cold War
tension and the end of the legitimation of the soviet regime. By implementing
the anti-church policy, Soviet Lithuanian authorities kept to a strict position of
keeping the state and the Church separate. Soviet Lithuanian authorities regar-
ded the Lithuanian Evangelical Lutheran church as small, divided and thus not
posing a lot of threat to the soviet regime. Moreover, the Evangelical Lutheran
community in Klaipéda region was small and weak in socioeconomic terms,
many of the churches were destroyed and there was a lack of priests too.

Although in the early 1950s the anti-religion and atheist propagan-
da in Klaipéda region was softened, the scale of political propaganda
increased, because, on one hand, local residents were regarded as poli-
tically disloyal to the soviet regime, and on the other, the residents that
came (moved) from other parts of the Soviet Lithuania were not very
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religious. The new wave of anti-religion and atheist propaganda on the
second half of the 20th c. was influenced by the Soviet Union’s further
plans to continue the decentralisation of the administrative and eco-
nomic management, as well as the centralisation of the administrative
and economic management in individual soviet republics. The revived
Church activities in the background was regarded as a serious obstacle
for sociocutural unification of the Soviet Lithuanian territory. Negative
Soviet Lithuanian attitudes to the Evangelical Lutherans of Klaipéda
region were based on the silent resistance of the locals, protecting their
ethnocultural identity. This resistance was expressed by Evangelical
Lutheran parishes of Klaipéda region separating from other Evangelical
Lutheran parishes in Soviet Lithuania, supporting the region’s cultural
traditions, low-scale assimilation of the residents and the repatriation
of the majority of the priests to the FRG. Due to the negative attitudes
of the central and local authorities and the new residents of the region,
who perceived the Evangelical Lutherans as Germans, cemetery beca-
me the major place of maintaining the local sociocultural identity. In the
late 20th c., as the authorities took over the control of the cemeteries,
the main place and practice of maintaining the local identity was lost.
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32



Ivadas

Pokarinés Lietuvos sovietizacija paprastai yra suprantama kaip so-
vietinés santvarkos jtvirtinimo procesas, kurio metu vyko kompleksas
politiniy, socialiniy, ekonominiy ir kultriniy transformacijy, radikaliai
pakeitusiy Lietuvos visuomenés gyvenimo sankloda, socialine struktu-
rg ir sudét]. ISskirtinis pokarinés sovietizacijos bruozas buvo tas, kad
ji apémé didesn¢ Lietuvos teritorijos, nei ji buvo 1940-1941 m,, t. y.
pirmosios sovietizacijos metu, dalj.

Pokarinés Lietuvos sovietizacija buvo Soviety Sajungos 1940 m. pradé-
tos vykdyti ir dél karo su Vokietija 1941—-1944 m. nutriikusios sovietizacijos
tesinys. Taciau procesus Klaipédos kraste lémé pasikeitusi politiné krasto
priklausomybé, kai Antrojo pasaulinio karo metu j sovietinés Lietuvos sudé-
ti buvo jtraukta Vokietijai priklausiusios teritorijos dalis — Klaipédos krastas,
kurio Lietuva neteko 1939 m. kovo ménesj'. Sios teritorijos sovietizacija
vykdyta pagal 1940 m. Lietuvos SSR Konstitucija bei vélesnius jos pataisy-
mus ir pasireiské kaip visai sovietinés Lietuvos teritorijai vienoda socialing,
ekonoming ir kultiiriné politika. Praktikoje sovietizacija reiské Klaipédos
krasto istoriniy, politiniy ir kultdiriniy zenkly iSskirtinumo (tapatybés) pa-
naikinima, sovietinés tikio sistemos, paremtos socialistine nuosavybe ir vi-
suomeniniu darbu, jvedimag bei komunisting ideologine indoktrinacijg tarp
gyventojy. Be to, Klaipédos krasto sovietizacijos procesg lydéjo zenkliis
demografiniai poky¢iai, kurie buvo budingi visam Ryty Priisijos regionui,
pasibaigus Antrajam pasauliniam karui. Klaipédos krasta jtraukus i sovieti-
nés Lietuvos sudétj buvo organizuotas naujy gyventojy, atvykstanciy is kity
Lietuvos regiony ir Soviety Sajungos respubliky, perkélimas j 1944 m. pa-
baigoje iStustéjusig Klaipédos krasto teritorija bei daugumos kraste likusiy
ir i§ evakuacijos Vakaruose i krasta sugrizusiy vietiniy gyventojy i§vykimas
i Vokietijos Federacing ir Demokratine Respublikas?. Siy demografiniy pro-

' Disertacijoje laikomasi nuostatos, kad konstitucinés santvarkos pozitiriu
Lietuvos Respublika ir Lietuvos Taryby Socialistiné Respublika nebuvo tapa-
Cios. Atsizvelgiant j tai, jos yra iSskiriamos j prieskario ir sovieting Lietuva.

2 Vokietijos skirstymas j dvi — Vakary ir Ryty — dalis buvo nulemtas Vokietijos
valstybingumo problemos, kilusios 1945 m. sajungininkams panaikinus jos
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cesy rezultatas — i$ esmés pakitusi Klaipédos krasto gyventojy sudétis: vie-
tiniy gyventojy dauguma pakeité naujieji atvykeéliai, kurie 1§ esmés skyrési
nuo vietiniy tautybe, kulttira, religija ir gyvenimo budu. Tad galima konsta-
tuoti, kad XX a. 6-0jo desimtmecio pabaigoje Klaipédos kraste susiformavo
visiSkai nauja sociokultiiriné aplinka, kurioje vietiniy gyventojy bendruo-
mené tapo marginaline® grupe.

Sovietizacija Klaipédos kraste, kaip ir Lenkijai bei Rusijos SFSR* ati-
tekusiy Ryty Priisijos teritorijy integracija j jy sudétis, turéjo tick panasu-
my, tiek skirtumy. Disertacijos autoriaus nuomone, galima isskirti kelis
svarbiausius tokios integracijos bruozus. Visose teritorijose 1) vyko nau-
ju gyventojy atsikélimo (perkélimo), t. y. demografinés kaitos, procesai,
2) valstybinés® institucijos nusavino turtg ir kaimiSkosiose vietovése jj
i8dalijo naujiems gyventojams be atlygio, 3) vykdyta ideologizuota men-
talinio uzimty teritorijy pasisavinimo politika. Skirtinga buvo tai, kad 1)
Lenkijai ir sovietinei Lietuvai atitekusiose teritorijose buvo palikta dalis
vietiniy gyventojy, o RSFSR atitekusioje teritorijoje dauguma vietiniy
gyventojy buvo iskelti, 2) Lenkijai ir sovietinei Lietuvai atitekusiose te-
ritorijose zemé buvo iSdalyta gyventojams tikininkauti, o RSFSR visa
zemé perduota kolikiams ir tarybiniams tikiams, paliekant gyventojams
iki 0,5 ha dydzio sklypus, 3) Lenkijai atitekusiy teritorijy polonizacija
buvo vykdoma pagal Lenkijos Respublikos jstatymus, o sovietinei Lietu-
vai ir RSFSR atitekusiy teritorijy sovietizacija — pagal RSFSR jstatymus®.

valstybinguma, ir ilgg laika buvusios neapibréztos Vokietijos Federacinés ir
Demokratinés Respubliky padéties tarptautinéje arenoje.

3 Marginalizacija suprantama kaip vietiniy Klaipédos krasto gyventojy dau-
gumos sumazejimas jy istoriSkai gyvenamoje teritorijoje. Vietiniai gyven-
tojai, kaip bendrija, buvo i$stumti i§ visuomenés proceso, nes jy vertybinés
normos ir elgesys nebuvo priimtini naujos visuomenés, paremtos lietuviska
kulttrine tradicija, daugumai.

* Rusijos Soviety (Taryby) Federaciné Socialistiné Respublika.

5 Sovietiné Lietuva yra suprantama kaip sajunginés valstybés dalis, kurios
,suvereniteta” apribojo SSRS Konstitucija.

¢ Sovietingje Lietuvoje nuo 1940 m. veiké Rusijos SFSR teisé. Tad Lietuvos
SSR Konstitucijos redakcijos kaip ir kity teisés kodeksy straipsniy pakei-
timai buvo atliekami pagal RSFSR atliktus pakeitimus, t. y. rémési jy pa-
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Bet kuriuo atveju, ar tai biity buve vienodi, ar skirtingi Ryty Priisijos teri-
torijos daliy integracijos | Lenkijos, RSFSR ir sovietinés Lietuvos sudétis
bruozai, Ryty Prisijos teritorijos daliy jsisavinimo tikslas buvo bendras —
buvusios Ryty Priisijos teritorijos integracija i Lenkijos, RSFSR ir sovie-
tinés Lietuvos teritorijy sudétis bei jy unifikacija, atsizvelgiant j kiekvie-
nos specifika socialingje, ekonomingje ir kulttiringje srityse.

1945 m. liepos 13 d., kalbédama ,,MaZosios Lietuvos, Klaipédos krasto
inteligentijos* vardu pirmajame Taryby Lietuvos inteligenty suvaziavime, ra-
Sytoja leva Simonaityté pazymeéjo: ,,Musy uzdavinys yra nedaryti ty klaidy,
kurias daré Klaipédos kraste burzuaziné Lietuva. | Klaipédos krasta mes turi-
me siysti geriausias savo inteligentijos jégas, kurios padéty paversti §j krasta
zydincia Taryby Lietuvos sritimi. Klaipédos kraste negali biiti daugiau vietos
nei vokieciams, nei vokietininkams. Mazoji Lietuva ir DidZioji Lietuva dabar
visiems amziams sudarys vieng nesuardomg Didziaja Taryby Lietuva.’ I. Si-
monaityté ne tik pasidziaugé Klaipédos krasto i§vadavimu ir dél to ,,abiem
Lietuvoms™ atsiverian¢iomis integracijos galimybémis, bet kartu iSreiské su-
sirtipinimg dél dviejy kulttiry — MaZzosios Lietuvos ir Didziosios Lietuvos —
susidiirimo, kylancio dél Klaipédos krasto integracijos i sovietinés Lietuvos
sudétj®. Dabar galima tik spélioti, kaip tuo metu rasytoja jsivaizdavo Klaipé-
dos krasto ateit], taCiau ji vargu galéjo numatyti, kaip radikaliai jis transfor-
muosis, o tiksliau sakant, kulttiriniu poziiiriu jis tiesiog iSnyks.

Vykdant Klaipédos krasto sovietizacijg ir krasto apgyvendinimo po-
litika, nebuvo atsizvelgta j tai, kad Klaipédos krastas 1924—-1939 m. tu-
réjo politing ir kultirine autonomija, kurig jam garantavo Klaipédos te-
ritorijos konvencija“, kad kultiriniu ir konfesiniu poziiiriais Klaipédos
krasto gyventojai skyrési nuo kity Lietuvos gyventojy: kraste vyravo
evangelikai liuteronai, o Lietuvoje — katalikai, kad kraste iki karo eg-

vyzdziu, buvo subordinuoti. D¢l to daugelis sovietinéje Lietuvoje priimty
istatymy, reguliuojanciy tikio organizavima ir veikla, visuomenés gyvenima
ir kt., buvo i§ esmés tapatiis RSFSR jstatymams.

Pirmasis Taryby Lietuvos inteligenty suvaziavimas. 4-oji diena. Tiesa, Nr.
163 (693), 1945, liepa 14, 1. 2.

Ievos Simonaitytés kalba pirmajame Lietuvos SSR inteligenty suvaziavi-
me. 1945 m. liepos 13 d. LCVA, f. R-754, ap. 4, b. 322, 1. 155-156.
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zistavo vokieciy ir lietuviy dvikalbysté. Klaipédos krasto sovietizacijos
ir kraSto apgyvendinimo eiga iki $iol kelia politinio, teisinio, socialinio,
ekonominio ir kulttrinio pobiidzio klausimy.

Klaipédos krasto transformacijos, kaip jo tapsmo sovietinés Lietuvos
dalimi, problema, disertacijos autoriaus nuomone, yra susijusi su kultiros
kaitos fenomenu. Antropologas George’as P. Murdockas pabréze, jog ,,fun-
damentali kultiiros savybé yra ta, kad, nepaisant jos i§ esmés konservatyvios
prigimties, ji keiCiasi laike ir erdveje®, o kultiiros kaitos procese vyksta ne
tik nuoseklus Zmoniy prisitaikymas prie besikeicianciy egzistencijos salygy’,
bet ir jvairiy kultiiry susidtirimas, kylantis i§ etnocentristiskos identiteto for-
mavimo logikos'®. Skirtingy kultiiry kova, pasak istoriko ir filosofo J6rno
Riiseno, ,,<..> neiSvengiamai kyla, kai kitoniskumas nuvertinamas, margi-
nalizuojamas arba net visiskai neigiamas ir sunaikinamas®!'. Tai tampa rimta
problema, kai etnocentriska kultiira jgauna politing orientacijg, todél invazinis
kulttirinés naujovés pobiidis ir prievartiné kulttirinés naujovés sklaida ne tik
praturtina vietines kultiiras, bet kartu jas slopina ir naikina'?. Tad kultiiros kai-
tos problema yra viena pagrindiniy priezas¢iy, kodél iki Siol kulttiros kaitos
fenomenas yra aktualumo neprarandantis mokslinio susidoméjimo objektas.

Kultiiros kaitos tyrimo tendencijos apémé laikotarpi nuo evoliucinio
metodo iki difuzinés prieigos, véliau funkcionalizmo ir strukttralizmo.
Sociokulttiringje antropologijoje skiriamos dvi pagrindinés kultiiros kai-
tos koncepcijos: istorinio proceso (evoliucijos)' ir prisitaikymo (funk-

*  MURDOCK, George P. Kultiiros prigimtis. I§: Kultiiros prigimtis. Vilnius,
1993, p. 213, 227.

10 RUSEN, Jorn. Istorika. Vilnius, 2007, p. 264.

" Ten pat, p. 271.

12 KUZMICKAS, Bronislovas. Tradicija ir novacija modernybés ir postmo-
dernybés poziiiriu. LOGOS, Nr. 67, 2011, balandis—birzelis, p. 9.

13 Kulttros kaitos, kaip istorinio proceso, koncepcija yra siejama su XIX a.
atsiradusia evoliucine Zzmonijos teorija, kuri rémési idé¢ja, kad Zzmogus
gimsta su apriorine potencija ir polinkiu tobuléti, keistis pazangos kryptimi.
Vyravo jsitikinimas, kad Zmonija vystosi chronologine, etapais ir pakopo-
mis vykstangia, seka. Siai koncepcijai buvo biidinga linijinio laiko samprata
ir pozityvizmo filosofija. Evoliucionizmo idéjos tiesiogiai paveike antropo-
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ciné arba difuzijos)'. G. P. Murdockas i$skyré keturis kulttiros kaita
lemiancius procesus: ,,novacijas, ,,socialinj pritarimg*, ,,selektyvig eli-
minacijg“ ir ,,integracija““'>. Kultiiros kaitos procesus galima suvokti re-
miantis kulttiros antropologo Johno P. Gillino teorinémis jzvalgomis apie
tai, kad kulttira kinta, kai: 1) turimi kulttriniai iStekliai nebepatenkina
visuomengs poreikiy, 2) kai priimami nauji sprendimai yra novatoriski
ir uzvaldantys, 3) kai randami reikalingi sprendimai, 4) kai nauji daiktai
teikia daugiau pasitenkinimo nei seni's. Praktikoje kulttiros kaita lemia
objektyvios priezastys: gyventojy skai¢iaus maz¢jimas ar didéjimas, geo-
grafinés aplinkos pakitimai, persikélimas j naujg aplinka, kontaktai su ki-
tomis tautomis, gamtinés ir socialinés katastrofos, atsitiktiniai atradimai,
stipraus politinio lyderio jsitvirtinimas arba jo mirtis'”.

Teoriskai galimi du kultiiros kaitos scenarijai. Pagal vieng scenari-
ju kulttra gali prisitaikyti prie naujy salygy ir tokiu biidu atsinaujinti.
Pagal kita scenarijy, kultiira negali prisitaikyti prie naujy salygy, ir dél
to jvyksta kultiiros kaita. Sis fenomenas aiskinamas tuo, kad kultiira
negali nuolat vystytis pagal bendrg, universalig schemg, nes kulttira yra
kulttiros ir sociumo sgveikos israiSka: ne tik visuomené veikia kulta-
ros vystymasi, bet ir kultlira determinuoja jos vystymasi. Kulttiros kai-
tos procese ypatingas vaidmuo tenka visuomenés ekonominei veiklai,
kuri neoevoliucionistingje ir marksistinéje antropologijoje yra laikoma

logijos mokslg. Pla¢iau zr.: CTUBRINSKAS, Vytis. Socialinés ir kultiirinés
antropologijos teorijos. Kaunas, 2007, p. 21.

14 Kulturos kaitos, kaip prisitaikymo, koncepcija, arba difuzionistiné kryptis,
pabrézia kulttiros kaitg kaip i§ iSorés ateinanciy naujy specifiniy kultiiriniy
bruozy (inovacijy) sklaida. Siai krypéiai bidingas doméjimasis zmogiskyjy
sociokulttriniy idéjy ir formy perdavimu-perémimu, pamégdziojimu-jsisa-
vinimu, imitavimu, infiltracija bei akultiiracija. Plagiau zr.: CTUBRINSKAS,
Vytis. Socialinés ir kultirinés antropologijos teorijos. Kaunas, 2007, p. 34.

5 MURDOCK, George P. Kulttiros prigimtis. I$: Kultiros prigimtis. Vilnius,
1993, p. 216-228.

o HULTKRANTZ, Ake. General Ethnological Concepts. In: International
Dictionary of Regional FEuropean Ethnology and Folklore, Vol. 1.
Copenhagen, 1960, p. 79.

7 MURDOCK, George P. Kulttiros prigimtis. I$: Kultiros prigimtis. Vilnius,
1993, p. 216.
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kulttiros pagrindu'®. Tad kultiiros kaita prasideda tuomet, kai kultiiriné
paradigma negali adekvaciai atspindéti visuomenéje vykstanciy socio-
ekonominiy pasikeitimy.

Placiau nesigilinant j kultoiros kaitos fenomena, reikia pabrézti, kad kul-
taros kaitg Klaipédos kraste 1émé ne tiek nuosekls istoriniai procesai, kiek
kariné Soviety Sajungos jvykdyta Klaipédos krasto okupacija ir radikali
jo integracija i sovietinés Lietuvos sudétj. Kulttiros kaita Klaipédos kraste
vyko ne natiiraliai, kaip kultiiry sgveikos ir bendradarbiavimo rezultatas, o
buvo veikiama iSorinés jégos, kuriai, kaip naujos kultiiros neséjai ir skleidé-
jai, atstovavo oficialiis sovietinés valdzios atstovai bei naujieji gyventojai.
Si jéga jvedé nauja santvarka ir primeté kitokj gyvenimo biida bei sudaré
salygas radikaliam politiniam ir kultiiriniam virsmui Klaipédos kraste.

Remiantis auks$¢iau isdéstytomis jzvalgomis ir iSkeltais probleminiais
klausimais, disertacijoje laikomasi nuostatos, kad Klaipédos krasto so-
vietizacija buvo ne kulttiros kaitos procesas, o didelio masto sociokul-
turiné transformacija, turéjusi negrjztamy pasekmiy. Tad sociokulttiriné
transformacija suprantama kaip tarpusavyje glaudziai susijusiy radikaliy
politiniy, socialiniy, ekonominiy ir kultdiriniy pertvarkymy procesas. Sio
proceso determinantai yra ekonominis ir kultiirinis veiksniai. Klaipédos
kraSto sovietizacijos procesa lydéjusios represijos yra suprantamos kaip
sovietings valdzios taikytos priemonés ir buidai sovietizacijos procesams
kontroliuoti, bet ne kaip sociokultlirinés transformacijos prieZastis ar
jos pasekmé. Toks Klaipédos krasto sovietizacijos proceso supratimas
ir konkrecCiy sociokultiirinés transformacijos veiksniy iSskyrimas j du
skirtingus procesus — socioekonominj ir sociokultiirinj — siejamas su so-
vietine politika, kurios tikslas buvo radikalus visuomenés ekonominio ir
kult@irinio gyvenimo pertvarkymas sovietiniais pagrindais.

Sovietinés Lietuvos santvarkos pagrindas buvo ,,socialistiné tikio siste-
ma ir socialistiné gamybos priemoniy nuosavybé®. Jis savo ruoztu rémési
marksistine istorinio materializmo teorija. Pagal Sig teorija, socioekonomi-
niai santykiai i$skiriami kaip ,,pagrindiniai, pirminiai, sudarantys realig bazg,
ant kurios laikosi politinis antstatas ir kurig atitinka tam tikros visuomenés

15 CIUBRINSKAS, Vytis. Socialinés ir kultirinés antropologijos teorijos.
Kaunas, 2007, p. 107-124.
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samongs formos*. Marksizmo teoretikai teigé, kad ,,visuomenés gyvenimo
materialinés saglygos nulemia visuomenés idéjy ir pazitiry, politiniy ir teisi-
niy jstaigy pobudj*'°. J. Stalinas iSskyré socioekonominj sovietinés santvar-
kos pagrinda kaip pirmin; ir kultiirag formuojantj: ,,socializme gamybinés jé-
gos, kaip gamybos jrankiy ir gamintojy visuma, Zengia gamybiniy santykiy
priesakyje*®. Taigi pagal marksisting-lenining ideologija sociokultiira buvo
tik socioekonominiy santykiy atspindys. Tad, analizuojant Klaipédos krasto
sociokultiiring transformacija, reikia atskirti ekonominius sovietizacijos as-
pektus nuo kultiiriniy sovietizacijos aspekty, pirmiausia atkreipiant démesj
socioekonominius procesus — j tai, kas labiausiai keité istoriskai susiforma-
vusig gyvenimo sankloda: nuosavybés formas, zemés reforma, kolektyvi-
zacijos procesa ir valstybinio {ikio organizavima. Siuo poziiiriu Klaipédos
krasto sovietizacijos procese paraleliai vykusi gyventojy rezistencija néra
tokia svarbi Sioje disertacijoje tiriamai temai suvokti.

Nagrinéjant kultiirinius Klaipédos krasto sovietizacijos aspektus, reikia
pabrézti, kad sovietingje Lietuvoje, kaip ir visoje Soviety Sajungoje, kul-
tirai buvo skiriamas ypatingas démesys. Panaikinus privating nuosavybe
ir vietoj jos jvedus valstybing bei visuomening nuosavybe ir organizavus
visuomeniniu darbu bei planine ekonomika paremty tkj, reikéjo keisti ir
visuomenés nariy mastysena, sukurti naujg sovietinj Zmogaus tipa: ,,socia-
listinés Tévynés patriota, sgmoninga komunizmo statytoja". Taip pat svarbu
pabrézti, kad visuomenés kultiiros kaita, kaip ir visuomenés ekonominio
pagrindo keitimas, buvo vykdomi prievarta, kurios naudojimas buvo moty-
vuojamas turint tikslg ateityje sukurti tokia visuomene, kurioje bus laimin-
gas kiekvienas naujos visuomenés narys. Taciau skirtingai nuo socioekono-
minio pobiidzio reformy, kuriy diegimo santykinai didelj greitj galima biity
paaiskinti gyventojy priklausomybe nuo ekonominiy gyvenimo istekliy ir
bausmés uz nepaklusnumg jstatymams baime, sovietinés kulttiros diegimas
del inertiskos kulttiros savybés kultiiros kaitos procese buvo sudétingesnis
ir ilgalaikis procesas. Trumpalaikéje perspektyvoje vien tik sovietinés val-

1 Marksizmas-leninizmas. 18: Mazoji lietuviskoji tarybiné enciklopedija. 11
tomas. Vilnius, 1968, p. 515.

2 Stalinas, Josifas. Ekonominés socializmo TSR Sajungoje problemos.
Komunistas, Nr. 10 (430), 1952, spalis, p. 4.

39



dzios priimtais sprendimais kultiiros srityje nebuvo galima tikétis greitai pa-
keisti zZmoniy mastyma, vertybines nuostatas ir pasaulézitra. Nattralu, kad
visuomenés kulttiros kaita uzsitgsé ilgiau nei visuomeniniy ir ekonominiy
santykiy keitimas. Sovietingje Lietuvoje oficialiai deklaruota, kad sovietinio
tkio sistemos jvedimas buvo baigtas XX a. 6-ojo deSimtmecio pradZioje,
o Siam deSimtmeciui baigiantis ,,<...> pagrindinai jgyvendinti visi esminiai
socialistinés revoliucijos reikalavimai kulttiros ir ideologijos srityje*?, t. y.
buvo baigta kultiiros sovietizacija. Lietuvos sovietizacijos procese $i aplin-
kybé buvo vertinama kaip vienas i$ ,,socializmo statybos pabaiga“ zenkli-
nanciy pasiekimy. Taciau socialistinés kulttiros jvedimas reiské ne kulttiros
kaitos pabaigg, o visuomenés kultiirinio gyvenimo pagrindy sovietizacija,
t. y. visuomenés kultiirinio gyvenimo pertvarkyma sovietiniais pagrindais.
Tai buvo svarbus sovietinés valdzios laiméjimas, siekiant galutinio tikslo —
sukurti komunisting visuomene.

Kultiiros pertvarkymo politika sovietiniais pagrindais buvo vadinama
LHkultiirine revoliucija“, deklaruojant, kad jos ,tikslas — sukurti socialis-
ting kultiirg, jsisavinant ir kritiSkai perdirbant dvasinj praeities palikima,
jveikiant reakcine iSnaudotojy klasiy ideologija, praeities atgyvenas ir
prietarus, giliai jdiegiant mokslinio komunizmo id¢jas j darbo zmoniy
samong, paverciant kultiira, iki tol buvusig tik kai kuriy visuomenés na-
riy privilegija, bendru visy socialistinés visuomengés nariy labu“*?. Tad
sovietings politikos kultiiros srityje tikslas buvo radikali kulttros kaita.
Klaipédos krasto atveju vyko ne tik naujy ir visai sovietinés Lietuvos
visuomenei jprasty vertybiy, jsitikinimy ir tradicijy diegimas bei pasaulé-
zitiros primetimas, bet ir tautiniu, kultiiriniu bei etniniu pozitiriu skirtingy
gyventojy sanklodos pasikeitimas. Atsizvelgiant j tai, disertacijoje laiko-
masi nuostatos, kad sociokulttiriniy procesy Klaipédos kraste determi-
nantai yra naujy gyventojy atsikélimas (perkélimas) ir sovietiné politika
kultiiros srityje. Todél disertacijoje biitina atkreipti démesj i tuos Klaipé-
dos kraste vykusius sociokultiirinius procesus, kurie i§ pagrindy keité is-

2 SADZIUS, Henrikas. Lietuvos istorijos tarybinio laikotarpio periodizacijos
klausimu. Komunistas, Nr. 6 (504), 1966, birzelis, p. 44—45.

2 Kulttriné revoliucija. 18: Mazoji lietuviskoji tarybiné enciklopedija. 11 to-
mas. Vilnius, 1968, p. 244.

40



toriskai susiformavusig kulttiring Klaipédos krasto tapatybe — gyventojy
migracijg ir komunisting ideologing indoktrinacija.

Darbo naujumas ir aktualumas

Disertacijos mokslinj naujuma sudaro Klaipédos krasto tapsmo sovieti-
nés Lietuvos dalimi prielaidy tyrimas ir tarpdisciplininis pozitris j Klaipédos
krasto sovietizacijos 1945-1960 m. procesus. Disertacijos autoriaus nuomo-
ne, darbe atliktas nuosavybés kaitos Klaipédos kraste tyrimas gali turéti tai-
komaja vertg, nes tyrimo metu surinktus empirinius duomenis galima bty
pritaikyti, sprendziant praeityje jvykusios Zemevaldos kaitos bei dabartinius
turto restitucijos klausimus, o sociokultiirinés situacijos kaitos kraste analizé
ne tik papildys ankstesniy tyrimy duomenis, bet gali biiti panaudota ir soci-
aliniy bei kulttiriniy programy pritaikomumui ir jy efektyvumui didinti da-
bartiniame Lietuvos regiony ekonominés bei socialinés politikos kontekste.

Siekiant iSsamiau istirti Klaipédos krasto sovietizacijos procesus ir at-
skleisti jos pasekmes, negalima remtis tik Lietuvos sovietinés okupacijos
paradigma, abstrahuotis keliamos problemos teisiniu aspektu bei apsiriboti
vien lokaliniu tyrimu. Kita vertus, sovietizacija kaip procesas ir socioekono-
miniy bei sociokultiiriniy transformacijy katalizatorius buvo daugiaprasmis
reiskinys, apimantis daug visuomenés gyvenimo sriciy. Atsizvelgiant j tai ir
atkreipiant démesj j sovietinés Lietuvos vadovybés ideologines nuostatas,
disertacijoje bus nagrinéjami tik tie Klaipédos krasto sovietizacijos aspektai,
kurie radikaliai keité istoriskai susiformavusios Klaipédos krasto visuome-
nés gyvenimo sankloda, jos socialing sudétj ir struktiira.

Svarbu pabrézti, kad daugelis su Klaipédos krasto sovietizacija susi-
jusiy klausimy placiau arba iSvis néra nagrinéti. Dél to Klaipédos kras-
te 1945-1960 m. vykusiy procesy iSryskinimas, kartu pateikiant daug
naujos faktografinés medziagos, didina disertacijos apimtj. Tad diserta-
cija néra vien teorinio pobiidZio, bet apima ir empirinj aspekta.

Tyrimo objektas

Sio tyrimo objektas — socioekonominiai ir sociokultiiriniai procesai,
vyke Klaipédos kraste 1945—1960 metais.
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Tyrimo administracinés-teritorinés ribos

1945-1960 m. Klaipédos krasto teritorinés ribos ir jo administra-
cinis-teritorinis suskirstymas keitési kelis kartus. Siekiant iSnagrinéti
istorinés Klaipédos krasto teritorijos sovietizacijg, tyrimui pasirinkta
tik ta sovietinés Lietuvos teritorijos dalis, kuri nuo 1920 m. iki 1939 m.
sudaré Klaipédos krasto teritorija: Klaipédos, Pagégiy ir Silutés apskri-
tys (nuo 1950 m. iki 1960 m. Klaipédos, Pagegiy, Silutés ir Priekulés
rajony dalys). Be to, disertacijoje bus i§ esmés nagrinéjamos tik kaimis-
kosios Klaipédos krasto vietoves. Procesai Klaipédos krasto miestuo-
se nebus nagrinéjami, nes dél Saltiniy gausos ir miestietisko gyvenimo
specifikos procesai, vyke miestuose, galéty biti atskiro tyrimo objektas.

Tyrimo chronologinés ribos

Tiriamasis laikotarpis apima 19451960 m. tarpsnj: nuo Klaipédos kras-
to jtraukimo j sovietinés Lietuvos sudétj iki daugumos vietiniy Klaipédos
krasto gyventojy iSvykimo j Vakary ir Ryty Vokietijas. Pasirinkto laikotar-
pio pabaiga taip pat sutampa tiek su sovietinés Lietuvos teritorijoje vykdyty
reformy ekonomikos ir §vietimo srityse pradzia, tick su Baznycios veiklos
varzymo atnaujinimu 1958 m. Ekonominés ir Svietimo reformos, placiai
naudojant ideologinius Stampus, zenklino sovietinés Lietuvos peréjimg i$
,baigiamojo socializmo statybos laikotarpio™ | ,,iSpléstinio komunizmo sta-
tybos laikotarpj“*. Taip pat ir religinio gyvenimo bei Bazny¢ios veiklos var-
Zymas virto nauja agresyvia antireligine kampanija®. Kitaip tariant, XX a.
6-0jo desimtmecio pabaigoje buvo baigta sovietinio tikio ir kultiros centra-
lizacija bei sovietinés Lietuvos su Klaipédos krastu sovietizacija.

Tyrimo tikslas

Sio tyrimo tikslas — remiantis archyviniy Saltiniy, istoriografijos
(moksliniy tyrimy) ir periodinés spaudos analize bei atsiminimais, istirti

% SADZIUS, Henrikas. Lietuvos istorijos tarybinio laikotarpio periodizacijos
klausimu. Komunistas, Nr. 6 (504), 1966°m. birzelis, p. 45—46.

% STREIKUS, Artnas. Soviety valdzios antibaznytiné politika Lietuvoje
(1944-1990). Vilnius, 2012, p. 184—186.
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Klaipédos kraste 1945-1960 m. vykusias socioekonomines bei sociokul-
turines transformacijas ir atskleisti esminius jy bruozus bei pasekmes.

Tyrimo uZdaviniai

1. Atskleisti ir iSnagrinéti Klaipédos krasto politinés priklausomybés
kaitos 1944—-1948 m. teisinius aspektus ir sovietinés administracinés-
teritorinés sistemos jvedimo bruozus Klaipédos kraste 1945-1960 m.

2. ISnagrinéti gyventojy migracinius procesus Klaipédos kraste
1945-1960 m.

3. Atskleidziant Klaipédos krasto teritorijoje likusio turto problema,
iSnagrinéti asmeninés nuosavybeés teisés | nekilnojamajj turta ir dispo-
navimo juo ypatumus 1945-1960 m.

4. Isanalizuoti procesus, vykusius Klaipédos krasto zemes tikyje nuo
1945 m. iki 1960 m.

5. ISnagrinéti sovietinés Lietuvos kultlirinés ir antireliginés politikos
bruozus Klaipédos kraste 1945-1960 m.

Tyrimo metodika

Disertacijoje tiriami gana platiis socioekonominiy ir sociokulttiriniy
transformacijy procesai, tad jiems istirti taikyti jvairQis tyrimo metodai.

Siekiant atskleisti ir iSnagrinéti probleminius klausimus bei teisinius
aspektus, susijusius su Klaipédos krasto politines priklausomybés kaita,
tyrime taikyti apraSomasis, turinio (content)®, diskurso, semiotinés, ly-
ginamosios ir priezastingumo (causal) analizés metodai. Administraci-
niai-teritoriniai pertvarkymai analizuoti remiantis lyginamuoju metodu
ir antrine statistiniy duomeny analize.

Klaipédos kraste 1945-1960 m. vykusiems gyventojy migraciniams
procesams istirti taikyti apraSomasis, turinio (content), diskurso, lygina-
mosios analizés metodai ir antriné statistiniy duomeny analizé, kuriais:
a) buvo nustatoma Klaipédos krasSto demografiné situacija 1944 m. pa-

» Turinio (content) analizés metodas yra taikomas dokumentams (teisés ak-
tams) tirti.
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baigoje — 1945 m. pradzioje ir jos kaita 1945—-1960 m., b) atskleidziama
sovietinés Lietuvos vadovybés politika krasto apgyvendinimo bei gy-
ventojy repatriacijos klausimais ir krasto apgyvendinimo pobudis.

Turinio (content) ir priezastingumo (causal) analizés metodais tirta Klai-
pédos kraste likusio turto problema: atskleidziama, kas, kodél ir kaip 1émé
valdzios sprendima nusavinti Klaipédos kraste likusj turta ir ji perskirstyti
pagal sovietinés nuosavybés teisés formas. Be to, Siais metodais tirti nuo-
savybés teisés ] asmeninj nekilnojamajj turta ypatumai, kuriems iSnagrinéti
taip pat pasitelkti lyginamosios analizés ir apklausos (interviu) metodai bei
antriné statistiniy duomeny analizé. Apklausos metodu iS pateikéjy gauta in-
formacija atskleisti disponavimo asmeniniu nekilnojamuoju turtu ypatumai,
kurie nebuvo fiksuoti rasytiniuose dokumentuose arba kurie dél asmens duo-
meny naudojimo apribojimy néra prieinami tyréjams.

Pasitelkus apraSomajj, turinio (content), diskurso, lyginamosios ana-
lizés metodus ir antring statistiniy duomeny analize, siekiama atskleisti ir
iSnagrinéti sovietinés zemés tikio sistemos raida: kada, kaip ir kokie tikio
subjektai buvo sudaryti Klaipédos krasto teritorijoje ir kaip jie kito, taip
pat sovietinés politikos kulttiros ir religinio gyvenimo srityse bruozus.

Darbo struktiira

Disertacija sudaro jvadas, 5 skyriy déstomoji dalis, suskirstyta |
21 poskyri, iSvados, literattiros ir Saltiniy sgrasas, priedai.

Pirmajame disertacijos skyriuje atskleidziami probleminiai klausi-
mai, susij¢ su Klaipédos krasto jtraukimu j sovietinés Lietuvos sudétj, ir
teisiniai aspektai, turéje jtakos tiek sovietinés Lietuvos vadovybés po-
litikai sovietinés Lietuvos teritorinés sudéties klausimu, tiek Klaipédos
kra§to padégiai pirmaisiais pokario metais. Siame skyriuje taip pat na-
grinéjami Klaipédos kraste 1945—-1960 m. vyke administraciniai-terito-
riniai pertvarkymai. Antrajame disertacijos skyriuje nagrin¢jami Klai-
pédos kraste 1945-1960 m. vyke gyventojy migraciniai procesai, susije
tiek su vidiniais, tiek su iSoriniais veiksniais, jy jtaka skirtingy tautiniy
ir kultiriniy gyventojy grupiy pasiskirstymui bei gyventojy pasikeiti-
mui. Tre¢iajame disertacijos skyriuje nagrinéjami turtiniai klausimai:
atskleidziama Klaipédos kraste likusio turto problema, valdzios poli-
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tika turto atzvilgiu ir asmeninés nuosavybés jgijimo bei disponavimo
turtu ypatumai. Ketvirtajame skyriuje analizuojama sovietinés Zemés
tikio sistemos Klaipédos kraste raida: atskleidziama zemés reformos
eiga ir jos rezultatai, valstybiniy ir visuomeniniy zemes tikio subjekty
organizavimas, jy stambinimas bei reorganizacija ir tai, kaip sovietinés
zemes tkio sistemos jvedimas transformavo Klaipédos krasto socioe-
konoming bei sociokultiring tapatybe. Paskutinéje disertacijos dalyje
atskleidziami sovietinés Lietuvos Klaipédos kraste 1945-1960 m. vyk-
dytos kultiirinés ir antireliginés politikos bruozai.

Saltiniai

Informacijos Saltiniy atrankg 1émé empirinis tyrimo pobiidis. Daug
su sovietizacija Klaipédos kraste susijusiy klausimy iki Siol néra tyri-
néti, pavyzdziui, Klaipédos kraste likusio turto klausimas, sovietinés
zemeés tikio sistemos jvedimas ir kultiiros politika. Tad disertacijoje
naudojamy informacijos Saltiniy laukas yra gana platus — tai archyvy
medZziaga, jvairlis sovietinio ir posovietinio laikotarpiy informaciniai
leidiniai, sovietiné periodiné spauda bei gyventojy atsiminimai. Ypac
plac¢iai naudojamy archyviniy Saltiniy pasirinkimg galima paaiskinti
siekiu kuo detaliau atskleisti Klaipédos krasto teritorijoje 1945—-1960 m.
vykusius socioekonominius ir sociokultiirinius procesus, jy bruozus.

Didziausig Saltiniy dalj sudaro archyviniai dokumentai, saugomi
Lietuvos Respublikos archyvuose: Lietuvos centriniame valstybés ar-
chyve (LCVA), Lietuvos ypatingajame archyve (LYA), Klaipédos regi-
oniniame valstybés archyve (KLRVA) ir Klaipédos regioninio valsty-
bes archyvo Taurages apskrities filiale (KLRVATAF).

Taip pat nemenka Saltiniy dalj sudaro publikuoti informaciniai Saltiniai.
Tai 1945-1960 m. vykusiy SSRS ir Lietuvos SSR Auksciausiyjy Taryby se-
sijy stenogramos, SSRS ir Lietuvos SSR auksciausiyjy valdzios bei valdy-
mo organy teisés akty, priimty nuo 1944 m. iki 1960 m., periodiniai leidiniai,
teisés akty rinkiniai, sovietinio ir posovietinio laikotarpiy enciklopediniai ir
statistiniai zinynai bei specializuoti (teminiai) anksciau nepublikuoty doku-
menty rinkiniai. Toks Saltiniy pasirinkimas padeda geriau suprasti sovietinés
Lietuvos vadovybés Klaipédos kraste vykdyta politika, atskleisti kraste vy-
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kusiy socioekonominiy ir sociokultiiriniy procesy prieZastinguma, jy bruo-
zus bei pasekmes.

Disertacijoje buvo naudojama sovietiné periodiné spauda. Tai SSRS ir
sovietinés Lietuvos auksc¢iausiyjy valdzios organy oficiozai Pravda, Izvesti-
Jja, Tiesa ir Taryby Lietuva, LKP(b) CK oficiozas Komunistas (nuo 1945 m.
iki 1960 m.), taip pat Klaipédos, Pagegiy ir Silutés rajony (iki 1950 m.
apskri¢iy) bei Priekulés rajono (nuo 1950 m. iki 1959 m.) vietos valdzios
organy leidiniai Raudonasis Svyturys (1945-1950 m.), Silutés tiesa (1946—
1950 m.), Leninietis (1950-1960 m.), Pagégiy balsas (1948), Raudonasis
artojas (1950-1960 m.), Lenino keliu (1950-1960 m.) ir kt. Sie leidiniai,
atmetus sovietines ideologines klises ir dogmas, yra gana iSsamiis, jvairia-
pusiski ir informatyvis Saltiniai, padedantys geriau suprasti 1945-1960 m.
Klaipédos krasto teritorijoje vykusius procesus ir valdzios vykdyta politika
jvairiose Tikinio bei visuomeninio gyvenimo srityse.

Disertacijoje taip pat buvo naudojami Klaipédos krasto teritorijoje
1945-1960 m. gyvenusiy ir tebegyvenanciy gyventojy (7) atsiminimai,
kurie buvo surinkti 2002—2018 m. nestruktiiruoto interviu budu. Apklaus-
ty gyventojy atsiminimai suteiké Ziniy apie jy asmenines gyvenimo patirtis
pokariniame Klaipédos kraste. Sios Zinios yra jungiamoji grandis tarp sausy
fakty ir realiai vykusio gyvenimo. Ypac daug vertingy ziniy pateike S. Jan-
kevicius (1909—2009 m.), buves Kinty pieninés direktorius (1945-1946 m.),
Kinty septynmetés mokyklos mokytojas (19461955 m.) ir Silutés rajono
Svietimo skyriaus vedéjas (1952—1953 m.). Jo prisiminimai leido vaizdZziai
rekonstruoti 1945-1955 m. tiek Kinty vals¢iuje (apylinkéje), tiek Silutés
apskrityje (rajone), tiek ir visame Klaipédos kraste vykusius procesus. Nau-
jakuriy ir vietiniy gyventojy santykiy prasme yra vertingi nuo 1945 m. iki
1961 m. Pricmy kaime gyvenusios A. G.-V. (i$ naujakurés Seimos) bei Uz-
lekniy kaime nuo 1947 m. iki 1953 m., Tatamiskiy kaime — 1953—-1958 m.
ir Minijos (Mingés) kaime — 1958-1970 m. gyvenusios V. D. (1932-2007
m., i$ naujakurés Seimos) atsiminimai. Vertingos informacijos apie gyveni-
mga pokariniame Klaipédos kraste taip pat pateiké vietiné gyventoja H. G.
(19272014 m.), gyvenusi Klaipédos mieste nuo gimimo iki evakuacijos
1944 m. spalio mén. ir pokariu apsigyvenusios Ventés kaime. Jos atsimini-
mai suteiké ziniy apie evakuacija, repatriacija ir gyvenimg naujoje aplinkoje.
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Ginamieji teiginiai

1. Klaipédos krasto tapsmas sovietinés Lietuvos teritorijos dalimi
buvo ne savaiminé duotybé¢ ar istorinés tiesos atstatymas, o Antrojo pa-
saulinio karo metu sovietinés Lietuvos vadovybés vykdytos lietuvisko
iredentizmo politikos, Soviety Sajungos vadovybeés geopolitiniy siekiy
Vakaruose, SSRS pergalés pries nacisting Vokietijg bei pokarinés Lie-
tuvos sovietizacijos politikos, kuria siekta panaikinti socioekonominj,
sociokulttirinj ir net geografinj Klaipédos krasto iSskirtinumo kitos so-
vietinés Lietuvos teritorijos dalies atzvilgiu pozymius, rezultatas.

2. Visi Klaipédos krasto kaimo vietovése 1945-1960 m. vyke migraci-
niai procesai buvo inicijuoti Soviety Sajungos ir sovietinés Lietuvos vado-
vybiy politiniais sprendimais, kuriais siekta ne tik pakeisti krasto gyventojy
sudétj, bet ir uzsitikrinti naujyjy krasto gyventojy daugumos sovietinio re-
zimo palaikyma. Vykdydama tokia politika, sovietinés Lietuvos vadovybe
rémési socialiniu ir kultliriniu pozitiriais gausiausia Lietuvos visuomenés
dalimi — nepasiturin¢iais kaimo gyventojais, atvykusiais (persikélusiais) j
Klaipédos krasta is kity sovietinés Lietuvos viety.

3. Klaipédos krasto sovietizacija, kaip sovietinés Zemés tikio sistemos
jvedima, palengvino kraste likes kilnojamasis ir nekilnojamasis turtas, kuris
visas priklaus¢ valstybei. Planingas turto paskirstymas zemes tikio subjek-
tams (gyventojams, jmonéms, organizacijoms ir pan.), visuomeninio zemes
tikio sektoriaus mazinimas ir valstybinio Zemés iikio sektoriaus plétimas
Klaipédos kraste jgalino sovieting Lietuvos vadovybeg socioekonomiskai ir
sociokultiiriskai integruoti krastg | sovietinés Lietuvos sudétj.

4. Sovietiné kultiiring ir antireliginé politika Klaipédos kraste turiniu ir
pobudziu atliko i kitos sovietinés Lietuvos dalies atsikélusiy (persikélusiy)
gyventojy daugumos palaikymo funkcijg. ,,Taryby Lietuvos iSvadavimo*
mitas ir jj sudarantis Klaipédos ,,iSvadavimo* elementas tur¢jo suteikti nau-
jai Klaipédos krasto gyventojy daugumai gyvenimo saugumo kraste jausma
ir stiprinti jos lojaluma sovietiniam rezimui. 1945-1960 m. Klaipédos kraste
vykdyta kulttiriné ir antireliginé politika jgalino sovietinés Lietuvos vadovy-
be pakeisti Klaipédos krasto sociokultiiring tapatybe.
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ISvados

1. Nuo lietuvisko iredentizmo atsiradimo XIX a. pabaigoje iki Vokietijos
ir Soviety Sgjungos karo pradzios 1941 m. lietuvisko iredentizmo raiska
priklausé nuo geopolitinés didziyjy kaimyniniy valstybiy politikos. Vokie-
tijos ir SSRS karo metu lietuviskas iredentizmas aktualizuotas kaip sovieti-
nés politikos elementas, turéjes konsoliduoti lietuvius prie§ vokiecius SSRS
kare su Vokietija. 1944 m. pradzioje Soviety Sajungos vadovybé suteike
sovietinei Lietuvai daugiau ,,suverenumo*. Tuo Soviety Sajungos vadovybé
ne tik aktualizavo sovietinés Lietuvos teritorines pretenzijas Vakaruose, bet
ir sukdire teisinj pagrindg SSRS joms jgyti. 1944 m. pabaigoje paaiskéjus ga-
lutinei sovietinés Lietuvos teritorinei sudéciai, sovietinés Lietuvos vadovy-
bé pakeité iredentizmo politikg j ideologinj Klaipédos krasto pasisavinimg
kaip , lietuvisky Zemiy sujungimo* su Vilniumi, Kaunu ir Klaipéda sovieti-
nés Lietuvos sudétyje mitologizavima.

Klaipédos krasto tapsmas sovietinés Lietuvos dalimi yra susijes tiek su
SSRS ir sovietinés Lietuvos auksciausiy valdziy legitimacija, tiek su SSRS
ir Lietuvos SSR Konstitucijy teksty pataisymais bei jy papildymais, kuriais
SSRS jteisino savo karinius teritorijy iSkovojimus, pasiektus 1941-1947 m.
Klaipédos krastas jtrauktas j sovietinés Lietuvos teritorijos sudétj legitimaus
uzkariavimo pagrindu, nes 1947 m. pabaigoje galutinai Zlugus deryboms
tarp sgjungininky dél taikos sutarties sudarymo su Vokietija kito teisinio pa-
grindo jtraukti Klaipédos krasta j sovietinés Lietuvos sudétj nebuvo. Dél to
Klaipédos krastas jtrauktas j sovietinés Lietuvos sudéti kaip SSRS perduo-
tos Ryty Priisijos teritorijos dalis.

Sovietinés Lietuvos administracinés-teritorinés sistemos jvedimas Klai-
pédos kraste buvo viena i$ pagrindiniy krasto sovietizacijos salygy. Tokios
sistemos jvedimas uztruko dél uzsitesusio Klaipédos krasto apgyvendini-
mo. Iki 1960 m. administraciniai-teritoriniai pertvarkymai Klaipédos kraste,
kaip ir visoje sovietinéje Lietuvoje, buvo nuolatinis procesas. Tai 1émé visai
Lietuvai bendras jos sovietizacijos, kaip administracinio ir tikio valdymo
centralizacijos, procesas, kurio katalizatorius pirmiausia buvo socioekono-
minis veiksnys. Pagal sovietinj administracinio-teritorinio suskirstymo mo-
delj transformuojant Klaipédos krasto administracinj-teritorinj suskirstyma
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siekta panaikinti ne tik istoriSkai susiformavusig administracing-teritoring
ribg tarp Klaipédos krasto ir kitos sovietinés Lietuvos teritorijos dalies, bet ir
Klaipédos krasto geografinj pozymj. Taip XX a. 6-0jo deSimtmecio pabai-
goje buvo baigta formuoti nauja sovietinés Lietuvos su Vilniumi, Kaunu ir
Klaipéda teritoriné tapatybé.

2. Klaipédos krastg jtraukus j sovietinés Lietuvos sudétj, sovietiné
Lietuvos vadovybé sprendé krasto apgyvendinimo klausima, remdama-
si prieskario Lietuvoje vyravusiais tautiniais ir politiniais stereotipais
Klaipédos krasto gyventojy atzvilgiu, pagal kuriuos krasto gyventojai
vertinti kaip vokieciai. Antrojo pasaulinio karo baigtis ir dél to pasi-
keitusi Klaipédos krasto politiné priklausomybé palengvino sovietinés
Lietuvos vadovybei Klaipédos krasto apgyvendinimo naujakuriais ir
persikéléliais, daugiausia atvykusiais (persikélusiais) i$ kity sovietinés
Lietuvos viety, klausimo sprendimg. Klaipédos krasto apgyvendinimas
tiek naujakuriais ir persikéléliais, tiek repatriantais buvo vykdomas ne
chaotiskai, o pagal politinius, ekonominius ir kultlirinius gyventojy at-
rankos kriterijus. Taip 1945-1948 m. buvo pakeista Klaipédos krasto
kaimo vietoviy gyventojy socialiné ir kulttrine sudétis: vietiniy gy-
ventojy dauguma pakeité daugiausia i§ kity sovietinés Lietuvos viety
atvyke (persikéle) gyventojai, kuriy dauguma sudaré anksciau buve
,beturciai“ ir ,,mazazemiai* valstie¢iai. 1945-1948 m. vykusio Klai-
pédos krasto kaimo vietoviy apgyvendinimo planai nebuvo iki galo
igyvendinti. Naujakuriai ir ypac¢ persikeléliai nenoriai vyko (kélési) j
Klaipédos krasta del nepakankamos materialinés naudos ir sociokul-
tirinio diskomforto naujoje gyvenamojoje vietoje. 1948 m. pradzioje
naujakuriai ir persikéléliai sudaré apie 88 proc. Klaipédos krasto kaimo
vietoviy gyventojy. Siekiant iSspresti darbo jégos trikumo Klaipédos
krasto kaimo vietovése problemag, 1951-1956 m. buvo organizuota
nauja gyventojy, daugiausia i§ Ryty ir Pietry¢iy Lietuvos, perkélimo
akcija, kuri dél nepakankamy ekonominiy priemoniy, skatinanciy gy-
ventojy persikélima, ir blogy buitiniy gyvenimo salygy bei po J. Stalino
mirties visoje sovietingje Lietuvoje pasikeitusio politinio klimato taip
pat nebuvo iki galo realizuota. 1951-1956 m. j Klaipédos krasto kaimo
vietoves persikélé apie 800 Seimy, arba apie 3 200 gyventojy.
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1945-1951 m. sovietinés Lietuvos vadovybé sieké susigrazinti i§
Vokietijos okupaciniy zony j Klaipédos krasta tik lietuviais laikytus
vietinius gyventojus, kuriy, tikétasi, repatrijuos 27 000. Vietiniai gyven-
tojai repatriantai vertinti kaip darbo jéga. Soviety Sajungos vadovybei
Klaipédos krasto vietiniy gyventojy repatriacija i§ vakariniy okupaciniy
Vokietijos zony buvo ekonominés ir politinés svarbos klausimas, nes
ten palikti jie buty stipring Vakary sgjungininky ekonominj ir politinj
potencialg. Siekdama grazinti i§ vakariniy okupaciniy Vokietijos zony
kuo daugiau Klaipédos krasto vietiniy gyventojy ir iSspresti kraste liku-
siy vietiniy gyventojy pilietinés priklausomybés klausima, 1947 m. pa-
baigoje Soviety Sajungos vadovybé suteiké Klaipédos krasto gyvento-
jams lietuviams SSRS pilietybg. 1945-1947 m. vietiniams gyventojams
repatriantams dél neapibréztos jy pilietinés priklausomybés ir neigiamo
valdzios poziiirio ] juos nebuvo teikiama jokia didesné parama ir jais
nesirtipinta. Nors 1948 m. daugumai vietiniy gyventojy repatrianty jgi-
jus SSRS pilietybe pageréjo jy socioekonominé padétis, taciau naujaku-
riy ir persikéléliy bei centrinés ir vietinés valdzios neigiamas poziiiris |
juos nepakito. 1945-1951 m. i Klaipedos krasta repatrijavo apie 6 600
vietiniy gyventojy. 1951 m. pasibaigus vietiniy gyventojy repatriacijai,
Klaipédos kraste galéjo biti i§ viso apie 11 000 vietiniy gyventojy.

1945-1952 m. socioekonominés represijos ir masiniai gyventojy tré-
mimai Klaipédos kraste daugiausia buvo vykdomi kaimo vietovése. Tokiu
bidu sovietin¢ Lietuvos vadovybé sieké jtvirtinti ir palaikyti visuomeneés
nariy socialing lygybe ir iSvengti sociokultiiriniy konflikty. Nors represijos
ir trémimai pirmiausia buvo nukreipti j politiniu ir socialiniu poziiiriais so-
vietinei santvarkai nepriimtinus gyventojus — antisovietinio pasiprieSinimo
dalyvius ir ,,buozes®, taciau Klaipédos kraste Sios priemonés daugiausia
taikytos vietiniams gyventojams. Tai 1émé jy socialiné kilmé bei praeitis ir
neigiamas naujakuriy bei vietinés valdzios pozitris j juos. 1945-1947 m.
vykdytos socioekonominés represijos pries vietinius gyventojus pasireis-
ké kaip dalies arba viso jy turéto turto konfiskacija. Naujakuriams taiky-
tos socioekonomings represijos daugiausia pasireiské kaip tikiy atémimas.
1948 m. trémimai Klaipédos kraste buvo nukreipti pries vietinius ir su gin-
kluota rezistencija siejamus gyventojus. 1949 m. i§ Klaipédos krasto dau-
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giausia tremti socialiniu poZitiriu sovietinei santvarkai nepriimtini gyvento-
jai—,,buozés* naujakuriai. Klaipédos kraste 1948—1952 m. vykusiy masinio
gyventojy trémimo metu i$ krasto buvo istremta apie 1 500 gyventojy, i$ jy
apie 61 proc. buvo vietiniai gyventojai.

Klaipédos krasto vietiniy gyventojy repatriacija | VFR ir VDR 1958—
1960 m. lémé SSRS ir VFR susitarimas, kurj salygojo sunki SSRS so-
cioekonominé padétis. Dél biurokratiniy procediiry ir vietinés valdZios
piktnaudziavimo, taip pat dél vietiniams gyventojams priklausiusio ne-
kilnojamojo turto likvidavimo, repatriacijos procesas uzsitese iki 1960 m.
vidurio. Repatriacijos metu vietingje spaudoje buvo vykdoma aktyvi pro-
paganda, kuria siekta sumazinti repatriacijos mastg ar net suzlugdyti repa-
triacija. Taciau tokia propaganda neturéjo didelio poveikio. 1958—1960 m.
1 VFR ir VDR repatrijavo apie 8 000, arba apie 64 proc., vietiniy gyvento-
ju. Vietiniy gyventojy repatriacija, kaip darbo jégos sumazéjimas, paska-
tino sovietinés Lietuvos vadovybe greiiau spresti visuomeniniy zemes
tikio subjekty (kolukiy) reorganizacijos j valstybinius (tarybinius) oikius
bei gyventojy buitiniy gyvenimo ir darbo sglygy gerinimo problemas. Is-
skiriamos trys labiausiai darbo jégos trikumo problemag Klaipédos kraste
padéjusios iSspresti priemonés: 1) gyventojams suteikta teisé parduoti ir
pirkti nekilnojamajj turta, 2) visuomeninio Zemés iikio subjektams suteikta
teis¢ parduoti gyventojams nekilnojamajj turta, 3) gyventojams pripaZinta
nuosavybés teis¢ j valdoma nekilnojamajj turta. Sios priemonés paskati-
no vidinés migracijos procesus, kuriy metu iki XX a. 7-0jo deSimtmecio
pradzios | Klaipédos krasta is kity sovietinés Lietuvos viety atvyko (persi-
kélé) beveik tiek pat naujy gyventojy, kiek vietiniy gyventojy repatrijavo j
VFR ir VDR. Dél vietiniy gyventojy repatriacijos sociokultiriniu pozitiriu
XX a. 7-0jo desimtmecio pradzioje Klaipédos krastas tapo beveik niekuo
nei$siskiriancia sovietinés Lietuvos dalimi.

3. Klaipédos krasto sovietizacija, kaip sovietinés santvarkos jvedimas,
buvo baigta 1951 m. Iki XX a. 6-ojo desimtmecio pabaigos vyko tik toks
santvarkos stiprinimas, kuris pasireiské kaip administracinio ir iikio valdy-
mo centralizacija. Siam procesui Klaipédos krasto kaimo vietovése buvo
biidingas visuomeninio ir valstybinio zemés iikio subjekty stambinimas
arba turto (iStekliy) koncentravimas valstybiniame zemeés tikio sektoriuje.
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Dél Antrojo pasaulinio karo pabaigoje pasikeitusios Klaipédos krasto
politinés priklausomybés ir didelés dalies krasto gyventojy pasitraukimo
1 Vokietijos gilumg kraste likes kilnojamasis ir nekilnojamasis turtas buvo
vertinamas kaip troféjinis, t. y. kaip karo grobis. Siekdama palengvinti
Klaipédos krasto apgyvendinimg naujais gyventojais, atvykusiais (per-
sikélusiais) i$ kity sovietinés Lietuvos viety, ir jo integracija j sovietinés
Lietuvos sudétj, SSRS perdavé kraste likusj nekilnojamajj turta sovie-
tinei Lietuvai nemokamai. Didelé dalis Klaipédos kraste likusio kilno-
jamojo turto buvo iSgrobstyta, o likusi dalis parduota valstybinio tikio
subjektams arba gyventojams. Klaipédos kraste likes turtas tapo lengvo
pasipelnymo Saltiniu, kurj centrinés ir vietos valdzios atstovai naudojo
neformaliems rySiams stiprinti. Kaimo vietovése vietiniams gyventojams
repatriantams joks turtas nebuvo grazinamas. Klaipédos kraste likusio
troféjinio turto realizacijos problema buvo baigta spresti 1953 m. Nekil-
nojamojo turto (tikiy) kaimo vietovése perdavimas naujakuriams buvo
politiskai, ekonomiskai ir kulturi$kai motyvuotas, siekiant pakeisti krasto
gyventojy etnokulttiring ir socialing sudétj. 1948 m. viduryje nekilnoja-
mojo turto perdavimas gyventojams asmeninés nuosavybés teise neteko
prasmés ir buvo nebegalimas, nes susikiirus koliikiams visi jy teritorijoje
buve tusti tkiai tapo koliikine, t. y. visuomenine, nuosavybe.

Iki XX a. 6-0jo desimtmecio pabaigos didel¢ dalis naujakuriy ir vie-
tiniy gyventojy dél socioekonominiy represijy, progresinés valstybiniy
prievoliy ir mokesc¢iy politikos, trémimy, visuomeninio ir valstybinio
zemes tikio subjekty stambinimo bei teisinés bazés ir teismo preceden-
to nuosavybés teiséms j nekilnojamajj turtg pripazinti nebuvimo neteko
savo tikiy. ki 1958 m. Klaipédos kraste naujakuriai neteko apie 50 proc.
tkiy, gauty 1945-1947 m. Sovietinés Lietuvos vadovybe XX a. 6-0jo
desimtmecio viduryje émé spresti naujakuriy teisés j nekilnojamajj tur-
ta pripazinimo problema, taciau dél vietinés valdzios, visuomeninio ir
valstybinio Tikio pasiprieSinimo bei prasidéjusios vietiniy gyventojy re-
patriacijos $i problema i§ esmés buvo pradéta spresti tik to desimtmecio
pabaigoje. Vietiniy gyventojy nuosavybés teisé j nekilnojamaji turtag buvo
pripazjstama tik tiems gyventojams, kurie nebuvo pasitrauke i§ Klaipé-
dos krasto, ir tik tiems, kurie teisme galéjo jrodyti nuosavybés teise.
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4. Zemés reformos jstatymas tapo teisiniu jrankiu, jgalinusiu so-
vietinés Lietuvos vadovybg pakeisti Klaipédos krasto gyventojy etno-
kultiiring ir socialine sudétj. Zemés reforma Klaipédos kraste uZsitese
iki 1949 m. dél: 1) uzsitesusio krasto apgyvendinimo, 2) kraste likusio
turto paskirstymo, 3) zemés matavimo darby, 4) sovietinés Lietuvos
zemes tikio valdymo reorganizacijos.

Isskiriamos kelios sovietinei Zzemés iikio sistemai Klaipédos kras-
te jvesti palankios salygos: 1) visas kraste likgs turtas buvo valstybés
nuosavybé, 2) kraste buvo iSvystyta kompaktiska ir vientisa ekonominé
infrastrukttira, 3) dauguma naujakuriy buvo lojaltis sovietinei valdziai,
4) dauguma jy netur¢jo ilgametés savarankisko tkininkavimo patirties
bei savininkiskumo jausmo, 5) dauguma naujakuriy ir vietiniy gyvento-
ju neturéjo pakankamai darbo jégos ir materialiniy iStekliy, kad galéty
savo jégomis ir sekmingai tikininkauti. Sovietinés Zemés tikio sistemos
ivedimas, kaip per¢jimas i$ privaciy santykiy zemes tikyje i visuomeni-
nius, Klaipédos kraste vyko sklandziau ir grei¢iau nei kitoje sovietinés
Lietuvos dalyje. Tai pasireiské tiek organizuojant jvairias kooperatines
draugijas, tiek vykdant zemes tikio kolektyvizacija. Naujakuriai akty-
viai jungeési j jvairias kooperatines draugijas ne dél poreikio jsitraukti j
visuomeninj darba, o dél galimybés gauti greita asmening materialing
nauda. Dél nuostolingos Kredito ir Zemés iikio kooperatiniy draugijy
veiklos 1950 m. pradzioje jos buvo likviduotos. Valstybinés prievolés
ir Zemes mokesciai, masiniai gyventojy trémimai ir paciy vietinés val-
dzios atstovy vykdomas koliikiy steigimas buvo pagrindinés priemonés,
kuriomis Klaipédos kraste buvo jvykdyta kolektyvizacija. Pirmuosius
koliikius daugiausia organizavo vietiniai gyventojai, kuriuos jungtis
skatino sunki socioekonoming jy padétis. Naujakuriai vengé jungtis i
bendrus su vietiniais gyventojais koliikius dél nelygiavertés turtinés pa-
déties, nes dauguma vietiniy gyventojy turéjo mazai arba i$vis neturéjo
jokio j kolukij jnesamo turto. 1950 m. pradzioje Klaipédos kraste buvo
kolektyvizuota apie 85 proc. visy tkiy, arba apie 25 proc. daugiau tikiy
nei kitoje sovietinés Lietuvos dalyje. Atsiradus koltikiams, buvo suly-
ginta naujakuriy ir vietiniy gyventojy socioekonominé padétis.
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Kolukiai Klaipédos kraste buvo silpni dél darbo jegos trikumo ir
zemo kolukie¢iy darbo produktyvumo. Kolikiy stambinimas Klaipédos
kraste taip pat vyko sklandZiau ir grei¢iau nei kitoje sovietinés Lietuvos
dalyje. Taciau kolukiy stambinimas, vykes 1950-1951 m., neiSsprende
ju rentabilumo problemos. Dél to koltikiai buvo reorganizuojami j vals-
tybinius tikius arba jungiami j tarybinius tikius, kurie, kaip valstybinés
imonés, turéjo didesnius isteklius zemés tikio produkty gamybai vystyti.

Vykstant koltikiy stambinimo ir jy reorganizacijos j tarybinius tikius
procesams, kartu vyko apylinkiy stambinimo procesas. Buvo formuojami
apylinkiy, kaip koltukiniy gyvenvieciy ir tarybiniy tikiy, centrai. 1954 m.
Klaipédos, Pagégiy, Priekulés ir Silutés rajony dalyse, kurios jéjo j Klai-
pédos krasto teritorija, buvo suformuota 30 apylinkiy. 1960 m. pradzioje
Siose apylinkése buvo 29 koliikiai ir 21 tarybinis tikis. Apylinkiy centry
viety parinkimo procesas dél nepertraukiamai vykusiy koliikiy stambini-
mo, jy reorganizacijos arba jungimo j tarybinius tikius procesy uzsitgse.
Daugelis apylinkiy centry buvo jkurti istoriSkai Klaipédos kraste susi-
formavusiy socioekonominiy ir sociokultliriniy centry vietose. Naujos
apylinkeés ir jy centrai socioekonomiskai ir sociokultiiriSkai buvo pero-
rientuoti nuo buvusios Ryty Priisijos teritorijos dalies anapus Nemuno
upés | likusig sovietinés Lietuvos teritorijos dalj. Dél to Klaipédos kraste
prasidé¢jo kaimy nykimas, ypac pietinéje ir pietvakaringje krasto dalyje.
XX a. 6-0jo desimtmecio pabaigoje buvo uzbaigta Klaipédos krasto inte-
gracija | bendra sovietinés Lietuvos ik}, radikaliai transformuota krasto
socioekonominé ir sociokultiiring tapatybe.

Nuo pat Klaipédos krasto sovietizacijos pradzios tarybiniai tkiai uz-
émeé dominuojanciag padeétj krasto zemés tikio sektoriuje. I$skiriamos dvi
priezastys, dél kuriy tarybiniai tkiai funkcionavo nuostolingai: 1) nuo-
latinis tarybiniy tikiy Zemés ploto didéjimas; 2) darbo jégos trikumas.
Tarybiniy tkiy socioekonominé padétis pradéjo geréti 1951-1955 m.,
kai Soviety Sgjungos vadovybé padidino ne tik valstybés investicijas |
valstybinj zemés tikj, bet ir valstybés démesj Siam tkio sektoriui. Klai-
pédos kraste tai pasireiské kaip tarybiniy tikiy Zemés ploto ir jy skaiCiaus
didinimas, mazinant visuomeninio tikio sektoriy. XX a. 7-ojo deSimtme-
¢io pradzioje tarybiniai tikiai Klaipédos kraste valdé apie 58 proc. visos
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valdé tik 12,9 proc. tokios zemés. Sovietinés Lietuvos vadovybés zemés
ikio politika Klaipédos kraste atitinka XX a. 6-0jo deSimtmecio pradzio-
je SSRS pradéta vykdyti ,,pléSiniy“ jsisavinimo politika, kai mazai apgy-
ventuose ir ekonomiskai neisvystytuose regionuose daugiausia plétotas
valstybinis zemés tikio sektorius. Tokia politika jgalino sovietines Lietu-
vos vadovybe greiciau sovietizuoti Klaipédos krasta. Pirmaisiais poka-
rio metais darbo jégos tritkumo problema Klaipédos krasto tarybiniuose
tikiuose buvo sprendziama prievarta darbams j tarybinius tikius siunciant
vietinius gyventojus ir vokiecius karo belaisvius. 1947—-1948 m. darbams
1 Klaipédos krasto tarybinius tkius buvo verbuojami persikéléliai i$ kity
sovietiniy respubliky, daugiausia i§ Baltarusijos, RSFSR ir Ukrainos.
Nuo 1949 m. iki 1960 m. pagrindinis tarybiniy tikiy darbo jégos papildy-
mo $altinis buvo atleisti nuo zemés arba nepanore stoti | koliikius gyven-
tojai, taip pat | tarybinius tkius jtraukty koldkiy nariai. Iki XX a. 6-0jo
desimtmecio pabaigos Klaipédos krasto tarybiniuose fikiuose nebuvo is-
spresta darbininky ypac blogy buitiniy gyvenimo salygy problema.

5. Pokarinés sovietinés Lietuvos ideologinés indoktrinacijos, kaip kul-
tarinés politikos, pagrindas buvo ,, Taryby Lietuvos i§vadavimo® mitas,
kuriame Klaipédos ,,iSvadavimo* elementas buvo pristatomas kaip vie-
nas i§ pagrindiniy sovietinés santvarkos Lietuvoje laiméjimy. Klaipédos
kraste tokia ideologine indoktrinacija pirmiausia siekta suteikti saugumo
jausma | krasta i$ kity sovietinés Lietuvos viety atvykusiems (persikélu-
siems) gyventojams. Abejones dél jy ilgalaikio gyvenimo kraste kurste
1945-1960 m. buvusi jtempta tarptautiné padétis ir nelojaliais sovietinei
santvarkai laikyti vietiniai gyventojai. Klaipédos kraste ypa¢ buvo palai-
komas J. Stalino kultas kaip naujakuriy ir persikéléliy buvimo Sioje so-
vietinés Lietuvos teritorijos dalyje garantas. Tai buvo viena i$ prieZaséiy,
kodél sovietingje Lietuvoje J. Stalino kultas oficialiai nebuvo pasmerktas.
Iki XX a. 6-0jo desimtmecio pabaigos sociokultiirinj Klaipédos krasto ir
kitos sovietinés Lietuvos dalies skirtumg pabrézé jvairiose krasto vieso-
siose vietose iSlike vokiSkos administracinés tapatybés zenklai.

1945-1957 m. sovietinés Lietuvos kultiirinés politikos sklaidos cen-
trai, kaip sovietinés propagandos, agitacijos ir kultiiros populiarinimo
vietos, Klaipédos krasto kaimo vietovése buvo klubai-skaityklos. Sovie-
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tinés Lietuvos vadovybé sieke jas paversti kaimy, o nuo 1951 m. — kolu-
kiy kultiiros centrais. Dél perdém ideologizuoto kluby-skaitykly veiklos
turinio jie nepasizymeéjo aktyvia veikla ir lankytojy gausa. Po SSKP CK
plenumy, vykusiy 1957 m. vasario ir birzelio mén., buvo inicijuotas grei-
tesnis sovietinés Lietuvos administracinés ir tikio valdymo centralizacijos
procesas. Kultiiros srityje tokia politika pasireiske kaip kultiiriniy jstaigy
kaimo vietovése optimizacija, komunistinés ideologinés indoktrinacijos
ir antireliginés propagandos stiprinimas bei didesnis lietuviy tautinés kul-
tiros puoseléjimas. Praktikoje tokia politika pasireiske kaip kluby-skai-
tykly skaiciaus kaimo vietovése mazinimas ir kluby apylinkiy centruose
plétimas, tradiciniy lietuvisky Svenciy legalizacija ir jy sekuliarizacija.
1957-1960 m. pagrindine $vente Klaipédos kraste tapo Joniniy Sventé
ant Rambyno kalno, kuria siekta sudaryti sovietinés Lietuvos kultiirinio ir
teritorinio vientisumo vaizdinj. Be to, XX a. 6-0jo deSimtmecio pabaigo-
je Klaipédos kraSte buvo pradétas naujos istorinés atminties formavimas.
Iki $iol lietuviskoje istoriografijoje néra bendros pozicijos sovietinés
Lietuvos vadovybés 1945-1960 m. vykdytos antireliginés politikos klau-
simu: pries kg buvo nukreipta tokia politika — prie§ evangeliky liuterony
konfesing grupe ar vokieCius? Be to, lictuviskoje istoriografijoje vyrauja
lietuviskai etnocentriskas sovietinés antireliginés politikos vertinimas.
1945-1947 m. sovietinéje Lietuvoje veikusiy BaznyCiy atzvilgiu
buvo vykdoma nuosaiki politika. Klaipédos kraSto apgyvendinimas
daugiausia lietuviSkai kalbanciais katalikais, atvykusiais (persikélu-
siais) i$ kity sovietinés Lietuvos viety, atitiko tiek Kataliky baznycios,
tiek sovietinés Lietuvos vadovybés interesus. Nuo 1948 m. visoje so-
vietingje Lietuvoje imta grieztinti Baznyc¢iy veiklos kontrole, didinti
antireliging ir ateisting propagandg. Tokj politikos pasikeitimg lémé tiek
padidéjusi Saltojo karo jtampa, tick pasibaiges sovietinés santvarkos
legitimacijos procesas. Vykdydama antibaznytine politika, sovietinés
Lietuvos vadovybé laikési grieztos valstybés atskyrimo nuo Baznyc¢ios
pozicijos. Sovietinés Lietuvos vadovybé vertino Lietuvos evangeliky
liuterony baznyc¢ig kaip didelés grésmés sovietinei santvarkai nekelian-
Cig organizacija, kuri buvo nedidelé ir susiskaldZiusi. Be to, Klaipédos
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kraste evangeliky liuterony bendruomené buvo maza ir socioekonomis-
kai silpna, buvo sugriauta daug baznyc¢iy ir jai triiko kunigy.

Nors XX a. 6-0jo deSimtmecio pradzioje Klaipédos krasSte antireli-
giné ir ateistiné propaganda suSvelnéjo, taciau kartu padidéjo politine
propaganda, nes, viena vertus, vietiniai gyventojai nebuvo laikomi po-
litiskai lojaliais sovietinei santvarkai, antra vertus, i§ kitos sovietinés
Lietuvos dalies atvyke (persikéle) gyventojai nebuvo labai religingi.
XX a. antrojoje pus€je nauja jéga prasidéjusiag antireliging ir ateisting
propaganda lémé galutinai nusistoveéjes Soviety Sajungos vadovybés
kursas toliau testi SSRS administracinio ir @ikio valdymo decentraliza-
cijg bei sovietiniy respubliky administracinio ir iikio valdymo centra-
lizacija. Siame procese sovietinéje Lietuvoje atgijusiy Bazny¢iy veikla
buvo vertinama kaip rimta klittis, siekiant sociokulttriskai unifikuoti
sovietinés Lietuvos teritorijg. Neigiamas sovietinés Lietuvos pozitris |
Klaipedos krasto evangelikus liuteronus buvo pagristas vietiniy gyven-
tojy nebyliu pasipriesinimu keisti jy etnokultiiring tapatybe. Tokio pasi-
prieSinimo iSraiska yra Klaipédos krasto evangeliky liuterony parapijy
atsiskyrimas nuo kity sovietinés Lietuvos evangeliky liuterony para-
pijy, krasto kulttriniy tradicijy palaikymas, nedidelé gyventojy asimi-
liacija ir daugumos kunigy repatriacija j VFR. Dél neigiamo centrinés
ir vietinés valdziy bei naujyjy krasto gyventojy poziiirio j evangelikus
liuteronus kaip vokieCius pagrindiné vietiniy gyventojy sociokulttiri-
nés tapatybés palaikymo vieta buvo kapinés. XX a. pabaigoje valdziai
perémus kapiniy kontrole, vietiniai gyventojai neteko savo pagrindinés
tapatybés palaikymo vietos ir praktikos.

Trumpos Zinios apie doktorantg

1984 m. baige Klaipédos miesto X viduring mokykla (dabar Sen-
dvario pagrindiné mokykla). 1992-1999 m. dirbo muzikos, 1999-
2014 m. — statyby sektoriuose, ¢jo vadybininko ir projekty vadovo par-
eigas. 2010 m. baigé Vilniaus universiteto istorijos bakalauro studijy
programa. Suteiktas istorijos bakalauro kvalifikacinis laipsnis. Baka-
lauro baigiamojo darbo tema L Silutes apskrities Kinty vals¢ius 1945—
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1960 m.: raidos bruozai*. 2012 m. Klaipédos universitete baigé Baltijos
Saliy istorijos studijy programg. Suteiktas Europos istorijos magistro
kvalifikacinis laipsnis. Magistro baigiamojo darbo tema ,,Silutés aps-
krities ktirimas ir jos sovietizacija 1945-1950 m.“ 2015-2020 m. studi-
javo jungtingje Klaipédos universiteto ir Vytauto DidZiojo universiteto
istorijos ir archeologijos krypties (H 005) doktorantiiroje. Disertacijos
tema ,,Sovietizacija Klaipédos kraste: socioekonominés ir sociokultiiri-
nés transformacijos 1945-1960 metais“. Dalyvavo mokslinése konfe-
rencijose Lietuvoje ir Lenkijoje. Nuo 2014 m. rugséjo 1 d. dirba Silutés
pirmosios gimnazijos Kinty skyriuje istorijos vyresniuoju mokytoju.

Tyrimy interesai

Ryty Priisijos teritorijos integracijos j Lenkijos ir Soviety Sajungos
sudétis problematika; Klaipédos krasto istorija po 1945 mety; socioe-
konominiai ir sociokultiiriniai poky¢iai Klaipédos kraste XX a. antro-
joje puséje.
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